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THE 


_ Prodigal Son 


6 Returned to his Father's Houſe : : 


SHEWING 
The Readineſs of GOD to pardon 


and forgive Returning 


PRODIGALS- 


To which is added, 


| Fully opening the Nature of it ; gens ſome 
Serious Perſwaſives to the ſpeedy ſetting 
about this Great Duty. 

Fitted for the USE of Young Perſons, and 
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him, I have fuunedagainſt Heaven and bejere 
Thee. | 
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thing more affefts the Heart of God, than 


turning to\bhim, as to a Gracious aud Mer- 
— Gifub Father: This ſtirs up "bis" Bowls of 


To THE, 


READER. 


iS; #bere is nothing that prevails wich 
i; cor Prodigals.to return to their Fa- 
ther's Hronſe, more than the Remembrance 
of his being-their Father ; ſo'\there 5s no- 


to:ſee his. poor wandring Prodigals confeſ- N's 
fong their Sins and Unworthineſs, and re- 


or as a Father 


Compaſſion towards thens': 


 pitieth his Children, ſo'the Lord pitt» 


eth.them' that fear him.:' An#this' Love _ 
of God to his returning Prowigals is the move 
AIMNARIAY tif a.that:theſe Prodigals make their 
Father's. Houſe their laſt Refuge. Alas! 
could. this. Prodigal Son 'have but filled bis 
Belly with the: Husks that were given to the. 
Swine, he would never have thought of the 
"Bread that was in bis Father's Houſe ,, but, || 
like 4. Swine as be was, be would have fed 

A 3 among 


, 
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F 
, 


' where God has a purpoſe of Grace to poor 
Sinners, he knocks his Fingers off of *all +, 


| Stone, which God has laid for a Foundation * 
in Zion ; that ſo being built upon him, they 


. gals find from their Heavenly Father, | after 
' they have ſpent 'all their Portion in riotous 
Living, does exceedingly illuftrate the rich | 

| 


tites and Aﬀettions, which in the midſt of 

_ all their Fullneſs Tan never yield" them" any 

real Satisfaftion;" and that bY, may cometo 
Th 


0 the Reader, TY 
among the Swine ſtill. But herein is th* 


Riches of Divine Grace to be adored, that 


other Holds (though they woutd be but vain) 


thas ſo, they ſeeing all other Refuges failing 
them, they may at laſ? come to-that try'd 


: a £ 
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. 


might never be confounded. Ani this very 
kind Reception which poor returnitig Prods- 


* 
S _ F 


_ "Grace of God to poor Sinners, and an En- 


Cour agement to them to conſider their Ways, 


_ ard be wiſe." . And that the following Ser= 
ons may. be fo many prevailing Motives 
' #0 them, to rave the Huzks of brutiſh Appe 


taſte of theſe true and reliſhit Delights © 


which are laid "up it) him; in whom all Full- 
neſs dwells, is the Defire and Prayer of  * 


= 4c. 45. 1.4 Thy Soul's Well-wiſher, : 


.- 
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I will ariſe, and go to my Father, and will ſay 


R 


RESTS Ws Se 
Prodigal Son - 
RETURN'D | - >; 
To his Father's Houſe, ve. 


| TEINS 17. 18, 19, CID 
And when he came to himſelf; he [ab aid, How . FOR 
. bired. Servants of my Father | haves Bread 


'. enough, and to ſpare, . aud 1; ' periſh: with” 
Hunger ? 


wvento him, Father, I have fed againſt Hee. 
ven, and before thee, 


am ne more worthy to | be called thy Son 3 TR 
_ make ane as one of thy bired Servants. 


— - 
py F 


Aving promiſed in a fornide-- 
"Treatiſe * to ſhew, the ex-. © | 
ceeding Readi- * Calted, The | 
Rom and Mer- Sincere Peni- 

of God, in tent. : 
© pardoning <B Sins, upon our returning 


on CUE to 


as * The Prodigal 'Sor 4 
to him, I thought I could not do it | 
better than by making the Parable of | 
__ the Prodigal Son, the Ground-work of + 
_* my Diſcourſe : It being a ſufficient 
Foundation for the Superftrufture 1 am | 
going tq raiſe upon ir, in all the: ſeve- 
| "Tal Branches thereof; and a lively Re 
___ preſentation of the State and Condi- | 
tion of every Man that comes. into the «| 
World by Nature. For GOD has given 
every one a Portion, a Talegt, fome- 
thing that he may improve, . to the 
Glory of his Name, and to his own 
— Advantage: And we are all ſo Self- 
opinionated, and conceited of our. own 
_ Abilities, that we are willing to have + 
{ ourPortion in Qur own Hands, and at 
© our own Diſpoſal. We doubt not but 
_ we can of our ſelves improve it to the 
beſt Advantage; .and therefore we' 
| come boldly with the Prodigal im our 
Text, and fay to our Father, Father, 
give me the Portion of Goods that failath 
to me, And our indulgent Father, tho' 
| he knows and ſees well enough what _ 
- will be the lflue of it, and what a mi- - 
ſerable Improvement we ſhall make 
of our Portion, yet) that our' ſelves 
Ig -may 
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ages, _ Return d to his Father's Fvuſe, IS; I 
may,come to know ourſelves, and ſee 


the Evil that is in our own Hearts, _ 


. *he gratifies.us in our. fooliſh Requeſts, 


and delivers us our Portion into. our _ 
own Hands : And while that laſts, we _ 


take Solomon's ironical Counſel,” Ecclef- . 
N19, Rejoyce, O Voung Man, in thy Youth, 
and let thy Heart cheer thee in. the Days of 


thy Tauth,,.. and w.lk in the W. ays 'of thy 


| Heart,ond yn, the Sight of thine Eyes. Thele 


hings' we. readily purſue, but little 
think of he Bary h tier-clap, That fer «| 
all theſe . Things God will bring us unto 
Fudgment. The poor Prodigal.no ſaoner _ 
received his Portion, but. heagav?' up» Þ 
the.Reins to his Luſt,. cook bs; Fall, of  Þ 
Senſual Pleaſures and Delights g. and Tous | 


ſpent his Portion and waſted his Subſtance ' | 


with Riotous Living.. And fee now the 
bitter End of Senſual Pleaſures : After 


he had ſpent all, there aroſe” mighty 


Famine in that Land, and began-to 
be in, Wans: His Portion was ſpent; 
his Subſtance was waſted : Thoſe that 
had moſt, began to be in Want ; What 
then muſt. become of him -that had: 
ſpent. all? It .was no Wonder that he; 


. began,to be wm Want: What muſt 


Ls --. an 


4 
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ve Proargat SY 


K he tiow do? Why, he: now goes: and. 4 | 


- joyns himſelf to a Citizen of hat Coun- 
_ «try; he had fil) a Hankefing after Sig, 
and therefore chuſes to be a Sebvinc 
"Slave, . # Hog-keeper, rather than to ' 
leave that Country. O how much are 


poor Sinners in love with their Chains: . 
. How much rather had they to'continue . 


the Slaves of: Satan, .and the Devils | "8 


- Drudges, 'than' to think of- getting into 
the glorious freedom of tfi&Children of 
God ! F: ' He had rather be a*Swine-herd, 
a Swine-feeder in the Kitlydind of Dark- 
meſs, than once to hin of returning 
\ £0 his Father. | © David proleſles, He 
$B had ratherSbe a Dewi 59 the Houſe 
ſl of ibis GN, than ro dwell in the "Tents 
If Wickedneſs : But this Prodigal, on 
- %nh contrary,” 'had- rither 'be a” Ho» 
feeder in the. Tents of Wickediels, 
"than to return” th his Fathers Hate 
But he muſt undergo further Hard- 
ſhips fill; and thoſe Husks thar were 
fearce good enough for the Swing, are 
thought too good for him. He'that 
a while azo, "nothing -would ferve 
| but the moR delicious Dajaties, and; 
bo M Wine, A. whatever: 


F- 00.01 right” 


, 


: 
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ar 2 rote Fabi”s | Houſe. 


might ftir up and maintain OR Tt 
lights and Aﬀettions, is now''broug ht | 
_-- to that paſs, that he would be glad to ||: 
__ -bea Mefs-mate with the Swine, Ba: fl |} 
_ his Belly with the Husks that were gi- | 


ven then : Bur, alas ! even this was _ 
not permitted him ; for no Man gave 
os untohim. And 'tis "well they did not; © 
| for could he have got but a Belly full, Þ 
tho* but of Husks and: Hog's Meat, he _ 
would never have ltad'a Thought of re- + 
turning to his Father's Houſe. O how -] 
much Mercy is there in ovr worldly = 
Diſappointments ! How fain would-we -] 
be taking hold of the things of this - | 
preſent Life, and cleaving faft to them, | 
if God by his Providence did not knock” 11.1 
off our Fingers? O how fein would this |} 
Prodigal have kil'd his Belly with Husks, | 
but no Man gave unto him! And truly | | 
this, to an Eye of Senſe, was'a bad 
Condition, a: moſt grievous Caſe in- 
deed. What! not to be allowed to feed _ 
among Swine !' Not afforded a few {| 
Husks ! What Condition could be more” 
difmal and deplorable? And yet this {|| 
was the greateft Mercy that could befal | 


ates nh There wasno other £4 J 
-- ÞUC - 


| Tf \. The Prodigat, "a 


* but this to. cure him, to bring him to 
himſelf. _ 


4 _ Sinis a bewitching ng © it effaci. 


br - 


"nates the Soul, and takes away the 


right Uſe of our Reaſon: We act not, 


while we are under the Power'of Sin, 
as Men, but as Mad-men; as thoſe 
_ that are beſides. themſelvs; and there- 
' fore the Prophet, or rather God by the 


Prophet, ſetting - before his People the 
Madneſs and Folly of their lIdolatry, 
bid 'em remember this, and ſhew them- 


ſelves Men; which is as much as if he 
' bad ſaid, Whilſt you follow your Idots, 
| you are beſide your ſelves ;* you are ef. 
facinated ; ſhew your ſelves but Men, 
- and yau. mult needs be convinced of 
your Folly. And ſo it was with this 


or Prodigal he had lain out himſelf 


| In the Service of Sin, which had fo. 


much debaſed all his Faculties, and 


| emaſculated his very. Soul, that it had 
* Jeft no room in him. for Confſi ideration 3. 
+ ſo that he could not ſo much as think 
what. would be the Iflue of it. But” 


| ROW: being forced to bite- upon the Bri- 


Son and not ſo much as the Hopes of 


| LY Svpply irom. any other 5 B09, being} 
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in view, 'this was a Means of bringing | 
_ him to himſelf :: How many: Souls are- 
__ deftroy'd .for: want: of. Confideration.T Y 
| Now a Day of Adverſity "1s a Day of. 
 Confideration: And hence the wiſe 
Man tells us, Ecclef. vit. In the Day of - 


. my Father have Bread enough, &c.” Befote . 
| he drove on furiouſly, confidering tg- © 


might come after, Now 


pentaace, is a Relenting Thoughtfulneſ;, 
and a- ferious and  Penſive . Confideratee 
neſs. Ag-foon. as he is gotten out 


| Return'd to bis Father's Houſe, *7 | 


 Aadverſity conſider. 'And therefore the L 
firſt Step this Prodigal takes,” in order” | 
to his Return,. is to become ' a' think- - 
Ing and confiderative Perſon: -He'des- - 
bates his own Caſe with: himſelf ; *for- I}: 
ſo ſays our Text, When he: came t6i bin | 


thing + preſent, -reflefting- on' nothing. | 
paſt, nor regardirig any thing thas 
cool, reaſons the Caſe, and deliberates- 
what is like to be the Iffue of Things, 
if he continues thus, and what there. 1 
fore is fitteſt to be done-for the fut 1 
And thus it is with every Penitent:. 

returning Sinner - The firſt Ellly of Ry. 


: - J 
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Fi Th Babga Ser © 
_ of the Noiſe of the World, the Charms | 
_:'of Pleaſure, and Hurry of his own Paſ. | 
+; ſions, he fits' down and conſiders, he + | 

- endeavours to ſee with his own Eyes, + | 
- and not be: led by Rumour or Exam- 
. Ple:: he exerciſes his Reaſon, andre- _ 
- Jolves to judge impartially of Things, _. 
- .and from. this Epocha, or Point of Time, | 
. the 'fixſt Conceptions of Good in him _ b 


* bear Date. -—- 52 | 
+ -» But, 2. From the forſaid Deliberation, 
he proceeds: to Reſolution : I. will ariſe 
and go-to my Father, and ſay wto him, &c.. 
That is, Thave been foolifhly hurried. | 
- -on hitherto, and was: upon the Brink & 
| of Defiruttion before 1 apprehended | 
- my. Danger. | dreamed of new Diſco- 
| yeries of freſh Pleaſures in my bold _ | 
Adventures; but now I perceive 'my_ * | 
Way. is hedg'd up. with Thorns, and . 
| there is but one:Way. left me3- l muſk *| 
| try my KFather's' Clemency, or. periſh't +) 
| whether he will receive me or not, | 
 cagnot tel! ,, but that | findmuft be the 
| Way, or none ;.- therefore: tam refol- | 
ved. to mike the Experiment ; if he. © | 
| refuſes me, ! am bur where 1 wasz but . | 
| 3f be receives me, 1 am abundantly: 
CENIn _ +." + Poke 
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; "Reared rags Farber? Hauſe. 3 ag 1 
better; lt;is better to-retrath my Folly, | 
and hive, than obfſtinately to maintam 
my ohh. and, die miſerable ; there" is 
{ome Hop e 1 is Way, but none-at al} _ 
"the other : erefore- jatta et alea;:the 
"Dye 35 caſt, and lam. reſaly'd I-wil : 
T_— 1s hk '"Ry 4 
"Thus alſo ie,; void penieenc're-. {1 
"turping. Sinner : gt og « 6 made maine i} 
Eyes are opend;, and the lats, - 
Ft now. at laſt 1 ſeem) Pang; [hel ad - 
| bleſſed be God that . I ſee whither "1'wax \|* 
going, before the Caſe. be Fogs.. defpe>  \| 
rate; TI am, Jnege ds or ever," #f 1 | 
Continue my. furful Conrſes, and thertforth | 
whatever come ont, Lwil return, Whats -| 
ever  Diſouragements..for-. 
 ceptance, my. former .Rebellion's et 
\ before mez, or whatſoever Difficulty / 
| there, may. be: for:an, old; habitzated Sigs 
ner to change. bis. Byaſs, E am-reſolved ||. 
bowever, not to. periſh- foolith'y, with | 
my Hands folded up in my Bofomi:: | 
No, I will ariſe and go ro my Father 5. : 
_ willitry [whether he wil refuſe me or. 1 


% by 
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not. . 
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io -- The Prodigal Sto Þ 
is not like the 'Son that ſaid, J.go, Sir, _ © 
'but never went, but he arofe,* ang went | 
to. his Father. "He that confiders, and _ 
comes to no Reſolution, is like the Man 
that plows the Ground; and ſows no- | 
thing upon it: And' he that refolves, | 
+ Þut executes not, is yet more ſottiſh ; 
_ Jor* he is at alf the Coft, and takes af 
' the Pains, ' and reaps no Fruit of his 
Labours:' | There is ſuch" "near Con: | 

. nex1on between Conſideration, Reſolution, 
and Executzor, and they are ſo vaturally 

conſequent” Upon one another, that 
as on. the: one fide Conſideration 
brings on Refolution,. and that, Pra- ( 
Ricez + fo much' 'more on the other, | 
from a Man's Praftice, we may ordina- 
rily pronounce his Reſolutions, and. 
from that certainly calculate his Medi- | 
tations. But the Prdigal he comes to | 
this Point 3 1 have delay'd too long al 
_ xeady; I may_ conſider, and make Re= _ 
| ſolutions; © and yet fit to ftarve: It 
muſt be doing muſt reſcue me from my. 
Miſery = And. ſo he aroſe; and fo doth: | 
the crue: returning Penitent : .He out | 
of handcloſes with the blefſed Jefus up», 
on his 0wn,that is upon aa, 1 EE 


Wc 5-* | | 
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© © Return'to bis Father's: Houſe. te 
ther obſerve; That the Prodigal's Re- _ 
pentance -is here term'd, | a Coming to _ 
| himſelf .' as if he'had-been_out'of his 
_ Wits before, as | have-in.pare.already 
 touch'd upon; arid from whence this | 
'  Dedrine fairly offers it ſelf, "That 'a 
Man in his Sins is out of: his Senſes, 
a'meer Madman, and out of hts Wits 
Sinners are Bedlams and Lunaticks, vold _ 
of Senſe and Reaſon. Add therefore thoſe _ 
Srequoted Words of the.:Prophets, 
1a. xlvi.8. Remember this, : and ſhew your | 
ſelves Men ; bring it again ts Mind; Oye. 
 Tranſgreſſors, may be better: render'd; _ 
Return to. your” Mtind; "Oye Tranſgrefſars, 
or, Return into your Hearts,:' as Calum 
_ reads. them, making this: yery '\Note. _ 
from thenee, That they were cy: well 
_ in their Wits before: 'To whictvagtees. 
AMuſculas Mentzerus, ' with many: others. || 
And indeed the Words uſually uſedifor - 
_ Repentance, both inthe Greek and Is || 1 
tin, ſhew-as much ; for theGreek Word 
__ 18 derivedof another, which ſignifieth 
Folly -and Madneſs,” and' is as much. as. -| 
Mfter-wit. And for the” Lafin Word; 
| > theProphet in the-former' place cited, . 
EE EF ſeemeth 
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£ 
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9-2 Prodigal Son ' © 
feemeth to give the Signification of it : 
_ Andit 1s no wonder, for their Reaſon 


_ and Judgment are now corrupted thro? 


. - Sin ; ſo that as our Blefſ2d Saviour ſaid, 
They know not what they do. And is it 


_ not the''very Definition of a Mad-man, 


_ to be without Judgment, to follow his 
Fancy, 'and to be led by Appearances 
without Trial ? Thus it is ſaid, "Luke 
bi. '1 1. They were filled with madneſs, and 
- eommuned one with another what they might 
. do to Feſus. E-2. BEERS. 
- Now let the Uſes of the Point be 


is Madneſs, and' Sinners are Lunaticks; 
being poſſeſs'd: with a Spiritual Frenzy 
and Madneſs. And if we do but. behold 


_ and caſt away the Graments'of | Holie 


neſs and Innocency : Were they aſhamed, 


ſaith Jeremiah ? Nay, they were not at all 
aſhamed, neither did they bluſh, ' Iſai, vi- 
15. Are Men aſhamed of their fla- 
_gitious Courſes, which lay them na- 
ked both. to: Shame and Judgment? 


_ Alas! : 


| theſe: Firſt, It may inform our Judg- | 
ments concerning Sin and Sinners : Sin 


*m with a ſpiritual Eye, their Aﬀtions 
will declare it: Some run to and fro 
ſark-naked, and bluſh not the tear off, 
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Alas; Grray are oo far "eng it; ; aha a- 
Glory in. them, never, bluſhing. for, the 


- committing. of. «thera. /.-Others,. UN f 


Tomeriumes-t vey. keep, within, Compaſs, - 
and ſeem to be well goyemn'd, as it they 
were no ſuch Men; for all Men; are not 


always a like mad, F et), being a little _ 
Ain, are, but in the. leaſt.crols'd - 
rat fall a playing of their mad. Prank, | 


£5544 and. raving agamft. Heaven a 


arth :curfing and banning -.a)l. that 
ſp Ng them, *and!,imprecating the - 


ine "Majeſty to bring.-Damnation;.on 
their, own. Head, ., jnfeting; the very 


Air with their. Jeug Speeches, and exe- Wy 
crable Oaths, as if they would pluck | 

renep: Opt * his. Throne, and | | 
crucifie the Saviourgf the World afreſhy. | 
And would any but. Mad-men. att at 
ſuch a rate? Others again foam at the 


Omnipote, 


Mouth, their' talk. is idle and. .beaſt- 


maygufing neither :. x {Wi 7 BOG | 


Boneft},. the..very Spark at 


come. forth. 'from their- ww] Sake 


the'Deyil kindles the Fire c of Diflen= 
| tion. And. js not, this a ,Plain lndica- 
_ * tion, that they are $7 Bay But 
again, how SYeply. are others poſleſs' b 

| wit 
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14 The Proligal Sou © = 
with the Spirit of Madneſs, . who are 
never well, but when they are wound- 
Ing, beating and deftroying themſelves 
and others, waſting their Eftates, "con- 
ſuming their Bodies, and pitifully flaſh- 
ing of their Conſciences and Souls ; 
yea, killing and deſtroying, whoever 
they keep Company with, drawing _ 

them into the fame Exceſs of Riot, tha 
fo they may all periſh together. "n I 
Word, what mad Property is to be ſeen 
in a Bedlanitte” that 1s not'to be found 
iira wicked Man ? (9) happy were is, if 
the:R5d of Diſcipline were better uſed; 
_ for then: there wou > be Hope of rgore 
GOATTetY: © - 

- But, 2 18s this fo, that every Sinner 
3-4" Lunatick? Let it then * not all 
fach as are well in their. Wits, to keep 
our of fuch Company. - Men bodily 
mad are kept bound and chained, and | 
mirowly watched over, that they can- 
not hurt, - and yet we” are. loth to [2g 
within their Reach : "But we never - 
fear thoſe Spiritual Bedbams, of whom 


we / ought to be moſt. waty,.. being 


_ they. are at Liberty i in every Place 
and” Houſe, in moſt Comps and. 
Ma" 


many times have Power. to hurt; and - 
yet the..more is the Pity, .How careleſs 
hb 


I NRS Uh love your ſelves, and ſee | 


unleſs. Neceſſity compel : What tho' | 
they keep. within Compaſs for a time? | 


their Fits, and may. much endanger | 
your Souls and Bodies © 


: Bw he laft Uſe ſhall be.un Exhortation I | 
to. ſuch..as are yet in the State of ' Na» | 
_ ture, to. pity... and .-pray. themſelves, 


Lumatick to rage and rave, to rend and 


but. pity and ſend. forth 'a Prayer. for: | 
Him, that God. would keep him. Be. | -! 


an one art thou,” void. of all Senſe-and' | | 
merciful, to thy ſelf, as thou art to o-: | © 


 thers ; bewail thine own fearful State ;| 
_ Cry t0.Goa for help and redneſs; never give | | 


—- 


— —— _—_ _— neo 
_—_——— ——— —— 
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 Return'd to bis Father's Houſe: vg 


Rd 


we of our ſelyes ? O!. be more.cate- 


that: you come-not in- their , Company, 
nor. receive them into. your Houſes, - | * 


In. ſome Months, Mad-men feem fo. | © 
ber. ;, yet. firft or laſt they will have | 


at they may. have. their Senſes: re. | | 
ftar'd 'to. them, When thou ſeeft- a | 


tearhis Hair and Fleſh, thou canſt noe 
1 
hold,O Man! thine.own Eftate, ſach: 


Spiritual Underſtanding, who dof daily: 
wound. thine. own Soul by Sin: Be ag: 


over 4 


6. The « Proigat hy a 


over ein cow art "brought to thy ſelf; bE: 
che {5 0s 


_ _ arid being once (cured, commiſerate 
 Eftate'of others that”; are not, o Tum} not” 


their mad Pranks'into Jeft; 2s moſt F 
'&o; buttura'toGod by Prayer for their” 


; Vocovery, is but few do. 
- = But let us now.{in the next cies 


this : his aMi&ted Condition : | tid: we” 


| ſhall: find them reducable to theſe fok = 
| lowing Heads. © To) 
+1; He'conſiders Shine The Condition 7 


"= 


| wathe: is ' fallen from/ and how hip y 


he might have” been; had It riot- 


for his'own folly : How #any bited end | 


| wants of niy Father Ine Bread enough, &c.. 


And if he had aid; Fthatnow am pinch--. 


ed with Want, found Done in my Fa-' 


'ther”s "Houſe, there 1 wigliberally Main - 
tain'd,: -honourably" Treated, pL Hager s F 


nothing but Wiſdom: to' underſtand” 


my own ' Felicity ; and:'in this Condi- FE, 


tion I might have continued; for” net. ' 


ther did-my- Father's Bftite'co! lin'of” 
the Burden of "my Accomttodatio _I, : 


nor was he. ftrait-handed, "or- ba = 
boy: thing: of his Fathetly  Aﬀettivn" BY Ei 
__ wards 


% what. are- the Confiderationsi the Prov | 
digal” entertains his thoughts'ux "of +: v4 


Eb, 3g 


| wards me:It was nothing. diurinprdala 4 


- Folly ruin'd Me. And Ghen' he pro-. 
| ceeds. 4 2033-141] 


fallen into: When. I ſet: out (from: 


Family. did-I; or could | have thought 

 Lſhould.come to want: Bread, to feed 

' upon Husks ? How /ſad-is - the Change% {1 

. How ſeyere.is any Fate! which Lino: -" I 
no more how. to bear, then how:to  1- 
avoid.” But this i is not the. work: yet : pI 


| before. me, 1n- the Caſe] AM in. 4am" 
loſt and. undone ;. undone mn the moſt: _ - |: 


.riſh, but it is with 'Hunger: Death: 
makes his ſure A pproaches ; and that _ |. 
ip a -moſt ghaſtly Shape; Fs rvens | vis) | 


Return 94 to bis Ewber F Hf: 


® F 
Fg 3 as 


* 2.: To deplore the ad Eſtate he was "F 


Father's Houſe in queſt of Liberty, did1 
ever dramof becoming a Slave 2 When 
I deſpiſed the liberal. Proviſions of his 


For, : TY 


"$i He torecthinks what; is: ie to p 
the Hye of, this: Is 1t not only feeding 
upon Husks, . but I periſh for Hunger 1 . 
have a Proſpedt of. Habs but Death: 


dreadful Circumſtances; I not only ;pe-;- : 


denſque $0700, E ſee and. feel wy ſelf 
Wirb. 
Ky "Far yer in "&s laſt place he lnoks)- 
Hog ---: | "7 
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about him; to ſee if there be not ſonje 
_ way to Eſcape, Tam dying /(/aith he) 
| but not quite dead ; whilſt there isLife; - 


' there is 'Hope'; who will not catch 
_ hold of anything, rather than periſh ? 


And it agrees not with my Condition? 


to ſtick at any thing that can afford 


- me the leaſt Probability of Safety. Am 
' Not Ia Son; tho' I am here a Slave ? 


Have not 1 a Father ? And hath he not 


Pity-? Why then do I ftand ftill and 


die, -and not rather make the utmoſt 
Experimeut ? $2 5% PIN 


: And here -we may ſuppoſe the Pro- 


_ thus Arguing with himſelf: Woe 
and alas is me! This miſerable Life, (as 
miſerable as it is) cannot laſt always 3 
Death will arreſt me ſhortly, and pre- 


[\ ſent* me before a juſt Tribunal : The 


Grave will 'ere long cover me, but not. 
be able to conceal me, for I muſt come 


- to-Judgment: Methinks 1 have already 
| the Sound of the laſt Trumpet, Let the 


| Dead ariſe, let them come to Fuagment: 1 
ſee the Angels as Apparators, gather- 


ing all the World together, and pre- - 
 ſenting them before that dreadful PIri- 


bunal. How ſhall I be able with my 


—_— 


guilty 


a 


| © Returwdto his Father's Houſe: 1s - 
\* _ guilty Conſcience to appear upon that - 
+2 buge Theatre before God, Angels, and. "= Ws 
| __ 24en? Methinks I ſee the Devil ftand- 
| = ing at my Right Hand, to aggravate 
| 


thoſe Faults which he promoted me to-. 
the Commiſſion of. I beheld: the Books 
opened, and all the Debaucheries, Ex- _ 
travagaucies and Follies of my whole _ 
Lite laid open: Chriſt, the Fudge of - alk © 
the World, coming in flaming Fire, totake _ 
15 Vengeance upon them that have not known, _ 
|] him, nor obeyed his Goſpel. How ſhall L ©” 
{| *_ endure his Preſence? How 'ſhall I 
| eſcape his Eye? I cannot delude his -- 
Judgment, nor evade his Sentence<= 
Come then, ye Rocks, and fall upon me, 
and ye . Mountains cover me from the Face 
of the Lamb, and from him that ſitteth up- 
on the Throne, But the Rocks rend in 
| ſander. the Sea and the Earth diſcloſe 
their Dead, the Earth diſſolves, the - 
Heavens: vaniſh as a Scroll, aud I hear © 
the dreadful Sentence, Depart ye Curſed > 
into everlaſting Fire, prepared for tne De- © 
_ wil and his Angels, Methinks 1 hear 
_...Chrift Jetus thus upÞraidiug me: You - 
I hav liftned to the Devil, aid not 
to. me; 1. would have ' ſaved you, 
') - Ep 3 LEEE bur. 


"0 
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but you would not be ruled by me; 4 
you have chofen the way of Death now, _ 
therefore ye ſhall be filled with your 


_ 'own Ways, I forewarned you what 


would be the Iflue of your Courſes, 
\ but you would have your full Swing of 
- Pleaſure for the, preſent, whatever be- 


come of it hereafter: You made a Jeſt 


5 - of Judgment, but it is come in Earneft: 


| You have had your Time of Jollity 
and Senſual Tranſports, and now your 


| Portion is Weeping and Wailing, and 
* "Gnaſhing of Teeth. 


\, .* But is there no Hope left? Muſt 1 


_ Hedown thus in Sorrow and Deſpair ? 


_ "Theſe Things I muſt juſtly exyett, but 
| - they are not yet incumbent upon me. 

| I have heard God 1s a Merciful God, 
and thereupon | preſum'd hitherto, and 
abuſed his Goodneſs ; but ſure his Mer- 


| Ccies are above the Meaſure of a Man, 


if they be infinite like Himſelf; He 
hath more Goodneſs than I haye In- 
gratitude, Poſfibly there may be ſome 
Hopes left, in the midſt of all theſe Ca- 
lamities, If there be none, it is in vain 


to repent, fruitleſs to weep, endleſs to 


bewail, Madneſs to add to my own 
In- 


er lane Ir 


' Return'd to his Father's Houſe, 2V 
Infelicities: If there be an Irrevocas - 


ble Decree paſt upon me, I will curſe 


God and die. But ſure whilſt there is 


a God, there mnſt be Goodneſs; his 1 


Name ſpeaks his Nature, Will he break- 7 | 


- a bruiſed Reed ? © Will he contend with © 
Duſt and Aſhes? It is true, he hathno _ 
Need of me; but for the ſame Reaſon - *: 
he cannot delight in'. my Milery : 


He cannot repent and Change his +» 
Mind, becauſe his Wiſdom foreſaw 


from the Beginning all poſhale Contine : 
"gencies- - But if 1 repent, and change * 
my Mind, the ſame Vnchangeableneſs of , ? 
his, will oblige him as well then to 


fave me, as before to deftroy me. How 


far he will extend Mercy, and what - 


Inſtances he will make of-.it, 1 cannot 
define : But who knows but he may yet 
admit of my Submiffion! BR6owever 
I cannot be worſe than I am; and it - 
is poſfible my Condition may be bet- *' 
ter. Here | periſh certainly ; and if * 
I caſt my ſelf upon his Goodnefs, I can 
but periſh ; therefore I will try, I wilt : 


..._ ariſe andgo to my Father. -Fhus his -: 
Deliberation brings him to Reſolution, 


which is the Second Stage of Repen- 
- 62 tance 
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tance. But ſo much ſhall ſuffice for 
this time. | 


Luke xv. 18. 


—F wil ariſe and go to my Father, and will ſay 
_  wnto him, Father I have ſinned againſt Hea- 
V2n, ant before thee 2 

And am no mire wi'rthy to be called thy Son; 
#nake me as one of thy bired Servants. 


have already ſpoken) we have this 


P: odigat” in his deep Meditations : com- 


paring Things tog:ther, and weighin 
them in 'the Ballance: But behold, 
whilſt he muted, the Fire kindled in 


| his Boſom. a..d now he ſpeaks. I will 


 ar:ſe ard go to 2:y Father, and will ſay unto 
him. Father I ;ave ſinned, &c. In the 
Words three T hings are eſpeciaJly ro be 
oO ferved: Firſt, what he.refolvgs to 


Go, = will ariſe and £6 Secondly, To 


whom 


"N the former Verſe cof which we. 


by 
. "_— 
: 
- te» + 
CT_——_—— — — — 


” 
- - 
—_— 
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| Return'd-to bis Father's Houſe, 23 
whom he will go; TI will go to my Fa- 
ther. Thirdly, What he will fay when 


— he comes thither. Father T. have 
ſinned, &c. | 


lt was high Time for the Prodigal to | 
think of returning to his Father, when he 
was Periſhing by his Diſabedience'; and 
had no farther, nor no other Refuge, 


burt.in his Father's Clemency ; and ſure © * 


it 18 time for the Sinner to Repent, and 


Return to God, when (f he be ſinſible 


of any thing) he cannot but be appre- 
henſive.that in the Courſe he is in, the 
Daxger of his Eternal Ruin ig, as cer- 
tainly 1impendent, as it js more intole-. 


 rable. But to cyme-to the Particulars : © 


Firſt, We are to conſider what he re- 
ſolves to do. Iwill, ſaith he, ariſe and 


go, &c, There is a Three. fold Reſurret3- 


on of a Chriſtian. © Firſt, Sacramental, and 


fo we ariſe again in Baptiſm. The Se-: 


cond is C»-poreal, and ſo we ſhall riſe again © 


' in the Day of our lord Jeſus in our Bo- 


dies from the Grave. The Third is Spiritue 
al, which is his RefurreQion in this Life. 


. *- in Soul from the Death of Sin. Thus did 
- - this Prodigal ariſe, and thus doth every 
Z true Penitent ariſe, while he here liveth 


- | B 3 on 


*% 
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_ on the Earth: from whence we may ob- 


ſerve. 
That Repentance from Sin, is as a Reſur- 


-* reftion from Death: Which is further con- 
| firmed by the Apoſtle's Words: Awake 


thou that ſleepeſt, and ſtand up from the 
Dead. and Chriſt ſhall give thee Light. 


PF 


And it this be ſo, then Repentance 1S : 


no {ich eaſy Matter as the World takes 
it to be. The Work of Repentance 1s 
no leſs miraculous than the riſing of 


Z the Dead. It isa Work that cannot be. 


wrought by the Power of Nature, but 
ſuch a Work as muſt be wrought by 


the mighty Power of God. 


But, 2 A Second Vie inall be, to tir 


us all up thus to ariſe ; For if the Soul. 
wile it is in the Body. ariſe not out of 


the Grave of Sin, ſure it is, the Body 


ſhall never riſe out or the Barth bu: to 
Shame aid Confufioy, Uſe all good 


Means therefore. ti; thou mayeſt have 


thy Part i; bs Art -{\ Reſurrection from 
- Sin to grace, th; 1!4e ſecond Death may 
'haveno Power © ON "tw: for otherwile _ 
it 15 impoſſible to eſcape the Power of . 


it. By no means can'ft thou eſcape the 


© Torment of Hell, if thou doſt not here 


w 
tree rr eo errno. 


—"» . Return'd to his Father's Houſe, 25 © 
| awake, and ſtand up from the Dead, ©” 

and with Lazarus come forth. . But to _ 

And go. It was a good and holy Mo-. 
tion which he had of Ariſing. This he doth 
not quench, but cheriſhes and nouriſhes - 
' it: He adds more Fuel to this Fire be-. 
| gun, tho* but a Spark. To the good. 
0 - Motion of Ariſing, he adds the ſecond of | 
| Going, which: is a- moving forward: 
When we. once begin in the Way of 
| Godlineſs, there muſt be a Progreſſion, 
j a continual going: forward, The good © 
Motions of God's bleſſed Spirit, at any 

time, in any meaſure, (tho? never ſo 
weak) being once. begun, arenot to be .. 
choak'd, but to be cheriſh'd; When 
| - the Lord ſhall put any good Motion into 
| our Hearts, weare to nouriſhand cheriſh 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


_ -— — — 


the ſame. To one gond Motion we muſt 

add a ſecond, and to that a third, and 

to 'em many more, and fo fall to blow-- 

Ing, and: not give over, until at length 

they break out wto a comfortable Flame 

| of ſerious and prattical Gedlineſs, * © 
| _* And this ferveth asa Uſe of Reproof 
' _ to condemn them that nip the Bud as 
| ſoon asever it peeps forrh; and quench 
NL hg $& ever 
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every Spark of good that any time ap- b. 


- Peareth , yea, they wilfully ſet them- 


_  Jelves to expel all good Motions, haften- by, 
' Ing to their wicked Companions, to. - 
y what they prophanely call | 


chace awa 


Qualms of Devotion, which are indeed 
the ſiveet Inſpirations of the Holy Spi- 
T1t of God. Thus ſome will have ſome 
F kind of Remorſe wrought in them, 
| ſometimes upon the Hearing of a Ser- 
mon, and they ſeem to be much griev'd 
| and perplex'd for a while; but they 
| Joon quench this Grief, as not bein 

| Willing to torment themſelves before 
| the times, and therefore run into what 
| they call merry(that is wicked and vain) 
* Company, and there drink down Sor- 
row, as not being willing to be over- 
much diſquieted with this Melancholy ; 


4 tions loſe their Souls. 
f- Let us therefore in the next place, be 
all of us admoniſhed to take head how 
# we ſuffer that bleſſed Heat to ſlack and 
{ grow cold. which by God's Grace be- 
f gins to be kindled in our Hearts: Suf- 
% fer we not that Coal, that holy Motion 
y 


4 which the Lord hath caſt into our 


378 


and fo by quenching of thoſe good Mo- - 


Boſoms, f 


| 
| 
: 
. 
/ 
| . 
| 
i 


'R ed to his Father 5 Heſs: 
Boſoms, to die within us, but blow it Sg 


lay ao more Fewel, and daily more and 
more Mattey to it. and let us tremble to © 


loſe the leaſt Meaſure of God's gracious 
Gifts. To that end let us be frequent 
in Spiritual Exerciſes, as in Hearing, 


Reading, Meditation :.- Chriſtian Con- - 
ferences, Prayer, 


and the like. 'Let no 
Means be negle&ed that God hath or- 
dained for the working of 0 our Eſtabliſh - 


ment; | 
But from theſe Words C Iwill ariſe and 


go] a Second Dottrine may be gather'd ; 
which 1s this; Where Spiritual Life and 
a new Birth is once begun, there will be 
a Growth and an Increaſe of Grace. 


| There will be no ſtanding at a Stay, 


but a proceeding forward by Degrees. 
And this may ſerve very well for every 
one of us to examine ourſelves by, 'and 
ſee what Growth of Grace there-is in-us, 
what Increaſe of Faith, Love, Patience, 
Zeal, and what frengthnivg of the-in-" 
ner Man Grace doth beget every Day 
more than other, tillic'grow to ſome Big- 


neſs? .Doth it ſhoot up 1n Tallneſs and 
Stature? Surely then it is out of queſti- 


on. that Grace -18 true Grace, and that - 
'B 5 row 


_— 
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thou.art. made Partaker of the New 
Birth. But. doth it-remain till Infant- 
like and feeble, without any ftirring _ 
or ſhewing. of it ſelf; | then haſt thou 
cauſe to fear it is but a Counterfeit, and 
| _ not true Graceindeed: The Withering 
| of theBlade, isa ſhrew'd Sign of a Stony 
& . Ground, 
This may alſo ſerve to reprove ſuchas + 
ftand at a ſtay, and do not go forward, 
« butarelike theGeorge on Horſeback, ever 
*riding, butarenota Step further : Where- 
you leave them this Year, there you may 
- find 'em the next. This is a fearful and 
- moſt uncomfortable Thing. 
In the Third Place, letthis admoniſh. 
_ every one to grow in Grace. Let us for- 
get that which is behind, and preſs for- 
'- ward to that which'is before, Let us 
\ - preſs forward toward the Mark, for the 


{i S Aries of the High [Calling of G O D 8 
| - Chrift Teſus. Let us not be evermore 


{ as ſmoaking Flax, or as bruiſed Reeds; 
& but let the Flame of our Warmth to God 
# break forth into a compleat TIF over 
| all our. Corruption. | 
+ _ Obſerve we next whom jt is that this. 
i Proaigal addrefles himſelf to in his Re- 
| = turn. 
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 wasRing Ahaxziab's Sin, who being ſic 


Rithrw' Dy to , bis Father's Hue, © | 


turn home : And that is his Father. _ 
' Twill ariſe and go to my Father.) From 
which we may learn, that. Relief in-any 
fad and- deplorable Condition is.to be - 
ſought for from G O D alone. There- -: 
fore this, ſharply reproves thoſe that - 
betake themſelves to any other Help in 
time of Trouble or Adverſity ; for our - 
Help i is in the Lord, for vain isthe Help 
_ of Man : For to- appeal to Saints or An- _ 
_ gels, or uſeor any other unlawful:meai's 
for our Deliverance, is very bad. This 


ſent Meſſengers, and faidunto *em, Go a a 
enquire of Baal-zebub, the God of Ekron, 
whether I ſhall recover of this Diſeaſe? 
_ Contrary to the Command of God,  Re- © 
ard not them that have familiar Spirirs, 
neither ſeek after Wizards to be defiled oF 
them, I am the Lord your God: 
Secondly, Let this teach Us, who Kava ; 
y regard for the Welfare of our pre» 
cious and immortal Souls, to ſeek tohim. 
_ that is mighty, and able to ſave to the / 
utmoſt all thatcome to G O D by him, . 
_ from&#he Miſeries of this Life, and the - 
'Torments of the next ;-"and beware of 
_ HO to wy other Means that God has 


ap: 


EO + _ The Prodigal Son. | 
_ appointed: It is lawful to ſeek to the 
_ Phyſician, and to make uſe of his Means, 
Þut to truft to the Phyſician's Hel p more 
| than in God, is very dangerous and - 
KS ſinful. BIS. | Ne 
* And ſay unto bims Father. ] The Prodi- 
gal there doth conſider what he ſhould 
| Jay, when he comes into his Father's 
= Preſence, for as yet he was not. From 
= whoſe Example we ought to learn to 
& be very careful how we. approach or 
+ come into God's Preſence, who is Maker 
>” of Heaven and Earth, without a due 
= Preparation, and conſider well what 
to ſay, what to ſeek, and. what you 
; want before you ſpeak,  — _ 
Be not raſh (fays the wiſe Man) with 
thy Mouth, and let not thy Heart be haſty 
#0 utter any Thing before God. We muſt 
2 confer: with our Hearts, or commune 
*; with them, and prepare them fit for 
- God's Service, before we. preſume to- 
.come into his Preſence. To this doth the 
Prophet: Hoſea ſeem to exhort us, Take to. 
* your Words, and turn to the Lord, and ſay un- 
* 20 lam. And ſo our Saviour in his Diredti- _ 
i on for Prayers ſets not down the Petiti» 
* onsabrupt, but beginneth witha ſolemn 
| ERR.  - 
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Return" to his Father's Houſe, 38" |} 
Preface, to ſhew before we enter upon * þ 
this great and important Duty, we muſt  Þ 
diſpoſe.ourſelves, and compoſe our: Af- *q} 
 Feftions for the ſame, asthe Pſalmiſt hath  } 
it, Pſ. 108. ver. 1 OGod my Heart is fixed, 
1 will ſing and give Praiſe unto thee with 
' my Glory. And again, P/«- 57. My.-Heart Þ 
| is fixed, I will fing aud give praiſe-unto thee. 
And the. Reaſon. why 'we humble our } 
ſelves fo, when we come before the Moſt } 
| High ; for as Solomon ſaith, God is in Hea- | 
| ven, and if he ſhould ſay, God is full of } 
: Majeſty and Wiſdom.; God is both Lord | 
\.... and Judge, it.is not-a -Man,or any-earth- | 
\ 1y Power you have to do with, butthat } 
| _ great aud glorious God, who» hath the | 
| Angels to attend him, and a Thouſand 
| times Ten Thouſand admintftring unta 
| him, at whoſe. Feet all the. Kings of the 
| Earth caſt down their Crowns and Scep= 


ters: And we are upon the Barth weak 

' and unwiſe, and unworthy. Creatures; 

. Jeſs than nothing before: him, who fills _ 

| Heaven and Earth; therefore it becomes . } 

| us not to ſpeak unto him, but with the-.] 
. greateſt Fear, Reverence and- Reſpet& 

Imaginable. And this ſerves to'reprove 

| | many who ruſh. into. God's Preſence 
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without any Preparation at all, or due 


Meditation of what they are to ackor 


crave at his Hand. Small is: the Num- 
ber of ſuch as do pray, but far ſmaller, 


Tdoubt; is the Number of them that 


prepare themſelves a-right for Prayer. 


And alſo this ſhould admoniſh us to © 


S Prepare our ſelves before we come to 
appear: before the Lord, to call upon his 


Name, whether in Publick or Private. _ 
You know good and ſtately Buildings 
- have; to be ſure, a magnificent Gate or 
_Entrance 3 and Great Perſons have 
ſeemly Uſhers to go before them, who 


by their uncovered Heads command 


Reverance and Way. So ſhould holy. 


Duties be. undertaken, you may ee. 
Exod. 19. 10, 11. The Lord ſaid unto Mo« 


| "ſes, Go wnto the People, and ſanitify 'em to 


Day and to Morrow : Lit 'em waſh their 


Cloaths, and be ready againſt the third Day ;, 


' for on#heThird Daythe Lord will come down 


in the Sight of all the People in Mount Sinal. - 


So much for that Point. 


' Now we are to ſpeak of the Words 
themſelves, which he without doubt did 
not ſpeak, without great Conſideration. . 
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Father, I have ſinned, &c-] In theſe. 
Roprinabs Hos _ *%r. "oo AY ON 


Return a to bis Father s Fs on 

Words of his eAknowledgment we bes 

ſee more efpecially what troubled /him-_ 

* moſt, and. cached: him to the Quick, 
C namely this) that he had ſo groſly abus'd” 

the great Love and Rindnef, of fo good. 
and T tender a Father. It was his Sen. 

fibleneſs- of his lngratitude, made him: * 
inſiſt fo ' much upon the Name (of Fa- : 
ther,) I will go to my Father ;, I have fin- 

#ed againſt Heaven, and againſt Thee, The- 

 Miſeries he was in, as his want of - 

Bread, and all the reft of the Comforts-- } 

of this Life, doubtleſs to Him was very- | 

fad and grievous ; yet all this was not- 
fo great a Trouble to him. or lay-fo- 
heavy upon his Spirit, as his Unduti- 
fulneſs to ſo gracious and good a Father. : 
Let us note this by. the way, That _ 
nothing lies ſo —y upon a true Peni-. : 
tent that is thoroughly convitted, as: 
this, That he hath been ſo great ar Of- | 
fender, and Rebel againft ſo good a GON), _ 
fo gracious a Father, that gives, of his - 
infinite Goodneſs and Bounty, all-that he. 

_ doth enjoy, or defire to enjoy... "4 
_ - This was that which moft troubled: 
David, and went neareſt to his Heart, 

bhat he had RING De” the LORD, | 


——— 
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and offended his Majeſty, by commit- 
ting of Evil : Againſt thee only have I ſin» 
wed, and done this Evil in thy ſight. - 


. The Reaſon of this the Apoſtle St. 


Paul giveth, They have not received the 
Spirit of Bondage again to fear, but they 
have received the Spirit of Adoption : which 
Spi-it doth make them - love the Lord, 
and fear to offend, and exceedingly 
grieve when he is offended , as it is with 
a true Lover towards his Beloyed. 
=: Now for ſome Uſe. 
- Firſt, We may ſee a great Difference 
between the Sorrow of the Godly and 


that of the. Wicked ; both grieve, both- 


mourn; Ahab as well as David ; Fudas 
as we} as Peter ; yet the Sorrow of the 
one is godly, and bringeth Life ,, the 
Sorrow of the other worldly, ard bring- 
eth Death. S +: £ 


Therefore: for your further lnforma- 
£497, if you do truly grieve as you ought, 


it will be thus: Firft, You will grieve 
| for all your Sins, Original and Actual 3 


of Ignorance and Knowledge ; of Omiſ... 
\ ſoon-and Commiſſion, and Secret, and. 


Open, for lirtle Sins as well as for 
| great : . Whatſoever is Sin you will 


mourn. . 


0 
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mourn for, becauſe God's Law 18 brokew Þ} 
by it, and his Majeſty offended _, 
. Secondly, If you grieve becauſe God is + 
_ -offended, then will you grieve alſo for Þ| 
the. Sins of others. as well as for your 
own, becauſe God 1s difhonoured by the - 
| one as well as by the other. . -4 
_ Thirdly, If your Sorrow for Sin bea _ 
_ true Sorrow, it will be a Sorrow pro- _ 
portionable to your Sin, as we may ſee _ 
in Manaſſeh's, his Sin was great, and fo þ 
was his Contrition, 2 Chron. 33. 12. F| 
| . And when he was in Afﬀuttion he be- 
ſought the Lord his God, and humbled 
bimſelf. greatly before the God of his Fa. _ | 
_ ther, and prayed unto him, and, he was | 
intreated of him, and beard his Supplica--*. - | 
xions, and brought him again to Jerufa- 
| lem into his Kingdom: Then Manaſſeh 
knew that the Lord he was God. So in 
| Peter, his Sorrow was great for deny- 
| ing his Maſter,  Matrh. 26. 75. . And Pes | 
f ter remembered the Words of Jeſus, which | 
i ſaid unto him, before the Cock Crow, thou |} 
| 'fhalt deny me thrice : eAnd he went out and 
"} -mept bitter ws FR” 
| -Fourthly, If your Sorrow be godly 
| for Sin, asit is an offence to God, Leen = 
I, | W113; 


A 


36 - The Produual Sm © 


will defire them to be rid of Sin more- 
than any other Frouble whatever; yea, 


y , 
©.O 
"* 

s 


JP 
T 


as heartily-defirous never to commit it, 


as you would be defirous that God: 
tould never impute it. "Jp Fg 
Furthermore, this may ſerve to re- 
prove thoſe who reſt in a counterfeit and” 
_ unſound Repentance, who do not return 
to the Lord with all their Hearts. For 
_doth a true Penitent grieve more for 


God's Cauſe than his own ? Is he more. 


grieved for the offence againft God, than 
for ary manner of Reſpet to himſelf ?-- 


Then ſurely ſuch muft be far: from. true-,  * 


| Repentance, who, were it not for Fear, - 
_ or Shame, would be content to live. in. 
Sm, and take Pleaſure mit all their Days. - 
\ But to proceed, [| And before thee? that 
38, in thy >ight,as afterward, v. 21. This. 
did add much to this Prodigal's Sorrow, 
and did mbtxch aggravate his Faults. Two 
things are here obtervable : Pirft, That: 
_ God's Eye is on all Men's Attions The - 
ſecond is, The forgetting of God's All- 
ſeeing, when we are committing of Evil, . 
doth aggravate the-Sin, and increaſe the 


< 


4 


ſame. Firſt, God is every where preſent, | 


he can be ſhut out of no Place, as. 
: Man 


— 
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Man can, or the Sun may ; becauſe of Þ}4 
his Immenſity : Do not I fill Heaven and | 

* Earth? ſaith the Lord: Am 1aGOD at © 

hand, and not a far of ? Therefore it'can- 
not otherwiſe be, he muſt needs -behold_ 
all our Aﬀions, as you may ſee in the 
139th Pſalm, and 7, 8,09, 10, i1, 12th 
Verſes, Whither ſhall Tgo from thy Spirit,or 
whether ſhall 1 flee from thy Preſence? F F< .--0 
If it 


” 


aſcend up to Heaven, thou art there? If T 
make my Bed in Hell. behold thou art there, 
T#f I take theWings of the Morning. and dwell 
#1 the uttermoſt Parts of the Sea, even there © 
ſhall thy Hand lead me,and thy right Hand 
fhall bold me ;, if I ſay ſurely rhe Darkneſs 
ſhall cover me, even the Night ſhall be light 
about me; yea,the Darkneſs hideth not from. - 
thee, but the Night ſhineth as the Day, the 
Darkneſs and Light are both alike to thee. 
Secondly,lt is He that made the Eye, Þþ 
_ and ſhall henor ſee? And he that made Þ} 
the Ear, and ſhall he n5t hear ? He gt- 
veth Knowledge, and ihail he not know Þ 
Can any thing be hid from him trom 
whom they have their Bring ? TheWork. 
is known unto the Worker. the Art un- 
to the Arcificer, the Pot unto the Por- 
ter, and ſhi!l not the Creature be- 
known by his Creator? +. 1 
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lt is he that chaſtiſeth the Nation, as 
the Prophet ſpeaks ; thall not he cor- 
re& ? He is our. Judge, and every one 
ſhall be judged by him according to his 
Works. + Now altho” he ſhall not want 
Witneſſes in that great and terrible Day, 
yet 1t 1s fitting be ſhould have Knowledge 
of all Men's Afions, ſeeing he will not 


reproveafter the Hearing of hi: Ears, Iſa. 


I1: 2, 3. And the Spirit — the Lord ſhall 
reſt upon him, the Spirit of " Wiſdom and Un- 
der ftanding, the Spirit of Counſel and Might, 


the Spirit of Knowledge, and of the Fear of | 


the Lad: and ſhall make. him of quick 
derſtanding.in the Pear of the Lord, an 
ſhall not judge after the ſight of his = 
Theſe few Reaſons may ſuffice. Now 
- for ſome Ules. 

Uſe the Firft. This may: ſerve for Ter- 


| + ror to all. thoſe that boldly go on and 


live in Sin, that have not God in all 


M their Thoughts, that deſire not the Know- 


ledge of his Ways. And if the Righteous 
fhall [ſcarcely be Fed whetk ſhall the Wicked 


and the Ungoaly appear ? They muſt call _ 
_to the Rocks and Mountains to fall upon” 


them, to hide them from the dread- 


ful. Preſence of the Loid, and from the 


Gary 
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| Glory of his Majeſty, when. he-cothes 


to ſhake terribly the Earth. What reater. | 
Terror can: it be tothe Wicked, than for © 
the Lord to ſee know, and take Cog- 


nizance of all their wicked Doings. Oh ! 


think of theſe Things, you that lurk in 
 Dens to do Miſchief, you Enemies of- 


the Church, whoſe ſleep departs from you, 


till you have cauſed ſome to fall. The Lord 


ſeeth your Plots and cunning-Devices 


againſt his Church and People : But 


he that ſitteth in the Heaven ſhall laugh you 
to ſcorn, the Lord ſhall have you in Deri- 


fron. Foe. 


| Take notice of this you Whoremon- - _ 


gers and Adulterers, who ſay in your 


Hearts, Who ſeeth us ? We are compaſſed. 4 


about with Darkneſs, we need not fear. 


Behold the Lord thy Judge ſeeth thy 
Villany, ard looketh thee in the Face in the 


very Aft doing. COTE 


Uſe Second. This ferveth to ſet forth. 
God's wonderful Patience and Long-ſufs. 
fering : Is all Sin in his Eye? Canno-. 
thing be done upon Earth but he ſees or - -- 
knows it F Then let us magnify God's in- 
finite Mercy and Forbrarance, who ſeeing. 


| Jo many and outragious Sins daily com- 
| mitted 
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mitted againſt his Honour and Glory; 


and yet for all that, ſpare us-? Some 
ſwearing, ſome cheating, ſome lying, 
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ſome whoring, ſome thieving, and what ' 


not,and his Eye upon 'em all the time ? 


All our Impurities and Impietieshe plainly 


_ doth behold, yet he forbears, and doth 


- not ſtrike ; deſigning by this his graci- 


ous Favour, to move us to Repentance. 


Uſe the Third. This may ſerve to ſtir 
us up, and encourage us in Well-doing, 


| for he is a good Rewarder of them that 
|. diligently ſeek him. What lazy Ser- 


vant will not do his beſt, and pur forth \ 


- his Strength to the utmoſt, when his 
Maſter's Eye is upon him ? So, who is 
he, that being fully perſuaded thit the 
Lord ſees all his Doings, would not put 
_ forth the beſt of his Strength to the Work 
. of the Lord, and ſerve him with all his 


Hearts and all his Mind, with all his 


Soul, and with all his Strength ; know- 
'ingalſothe greateſt Rewards that are pro- 
miſled thoſe, whoſe Eye bath not ſeen, nor 
\ Ear heard, neither can it enter into the 


Heart of Man, to conceive what God has - 


% 


prepared for ail thoſe that loye bim, "and 
Tong for his Appearing ? | | 
; | | Ano- 


%. 
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Another DoQrine to be learned from 5M 
| hence, is this: That the forgetting. of | 14 
God's All-ſeeing Eye, when committing | 
of Evil, doth aggravate the Sin, andin- |; 
creaſe the Shame, And the Reaſons are i: 
theſe: Firſt, We Sin againſt thoſe Means }1 
that ought to keep us from Sin, and:\this 1: 
doth aggravate the Sin exceedingly, Þ}. 
and make Sin out of Meaſure finful, +4! 
Secondly, We rob God of his Honour, © 
and: give not that unto him which is 
his Right; we would pluck out his 
Eyes, that he ſhould not ſee, or at-leaft 
_ as bad, think him to be blind; to think 
God ſeeth us not, is a kind of Atheiſm, 
for in a manner we deny him to be .. |. 
God- Ne 44 = 
' And am no more worthy to be called thy * | 
| Son] In which Words you-may plainly 
ſee, what a good Reſolution he had 
made to humble himſelf, when he came 
tohis Father ; ſays he, I am not worthy + 
| tobe thy Son, nay, not of the Name of 
'a Son; make me as one of thy bired Ser. | 
vants, and I ſhall think my felt mo 
happy. O rare and excellent Humility! | 
| becauſe greatly neceſſary, becauſe God 12 
is good to ſuch, and only ſuch as are 
truly 
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truly humble before him, but as for Y 
the "Proud: he beholds them with an 3 
Eye of Scorn afar off. £ 

Toe come to the Point, and this it is, 
Where there is a trae, hearty, and fin- 
cere Repentance, as may never be re- 
' pented of ; there is a Sight. and Senſe of 
a Man's own Unworthinefs : And it 
ftands with good Reaſon, for the Aﬀetti- 
on muſt needs follow the Temperature 
of the Mind; fo that as the Conceit of 
Holineſs and Happineſs doth puff a Man 
up with Spiritual Pride ;, ſo a true Sight 
and Seyſe of his ſinful State and Condi- - _ 
_ tion, muſt needs caſt him down with. 


SE Shame and Sorrow. 


\ © Let us then examine our Repantancs 
by our Humility. Haſt thou truly repen- - 
Kt ? Then thou art truly humbled with 

a Sight and Senſe of thy Sins and TIranſs 
greflions. And it is ſadly to be lamen- 


| ted and feared, that there is bur lictle 


true Repentance amongſt the 5ons of . 
Men, fince there is ſo litrle Humilia- 
tion for Sin. 

This may ſerve to- reprove thofe that . 
| have nor this low and mean Bfteern of 
themlelyes, but think better of. rhem- 

telves 


Oe 
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ſelves then. they ought : : Let all ſuch _ 
* know that they have received the Grace 
YR: . - God. in vam 3 And” beheld, ſays the 
Prophet, his Sozl that 5 is lifted up 15. not | 
upright within him. All thoſe that are 
not cloathed with Humility, are far - 
from Uprightneſs ; the higher the _” 
the ſhorter che Shadow , the emptieſt |. 
 Veffel ever ſounds loudeſt ; Wood that. 
3s burning makes. the greateſt Smooks 
- commonly gives the «1malleft. Heat, 
— Thoſe Boughs which are moſt laden \ 
with Fruit, and thoſe Ears that are ful. 
| leſt of Corn, doever bend downwards; - 
| when the barren Bough and empty Ear.. -: 
ftand upright. So thoſe that make not * 
a right and good Uſe of that meaſure of - 
Grace that God has given them, are 
oftentimes ſpiritually proud, and' boaſt $ 
moſt of their Goodneſs. NY 
- But fays the poor, Prodigal, Make me _ 
as one of thy bired Servants ;, as if he had + 


4 


raid, 1 will not pr. ſume, 1 dare not 
n Gofird to. be as before | was: A Son! 
No, 1-am unworthy of ſo great a Fa. 
your: Yet, I beſeech thee, 'grant me 
this Favour, that 1 may be as one of thy 
red SErVants 3 "168 efnk be any 7 99G Lis 


og _—— 
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1 may have but Room and Place in thy” | ; 
Houſe, if it be but as the meaneft Ser- ** 
vant. Here we may: ſee how the Caſe 
Isaltered : When he was in the Houle 

... before, he was x Son, then nothing was 
' too good for him ; but ſince he has been . 

in a far Country, and wanted thoſe 

good Things his Father's Servants did 

enjoy, his Heart and his Defires are | 

changed ; now let him but be one of 
the loweſt of his Servants, and he will 
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think himſelf very happy. 
: From Hence ' we may learn, That 


.GoU's Bleſſings are better known, aud 
- more eſteemed by the wanting of them 

_ than by enjoying of them; the Worth 
and Excellency of God's good Bleflings 
_arE not known unto us till we are with- 
_ out them: Thus Viſion was precious 
in the Days of Ez; and the Prophet 


Iſaiah tells the People of Iſrael, T hat 


the Bleſſings of the LO R D ſhould be excel-. 
| lent and pleaſant to them, after they bad 
been pinched with the want of them in their 


Captivity; Tea the Bud halt then be beans 
tiful, &c. 


The Uſe of this (in a Word): is to. 
reach us to efteera more the. ago 


OE: 
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_ and out Corrugtion) for our: Good to / 
' with-hold' ſome 6f rheſe Comforts trom-. 
vs, that we might know the Uſefulneſs - 
and"Excellency of them by the Wait: of” - 
_. them ; as Monger, is 'g00d "Sauce: and 
ook A \ good 


- ; Fee WY ; , : JETER 5 p 8 
T—_ : _ EF Re Jr "7, "22 NR 
- , ” ! bu : ——_—_ w- b &> 0 SIE 
. D - 6 Co * r »* 
: «TS 


Reture'l to bis Fab 's Hewſs: ; CE 


we teceive from: God, and beware of 
 undervaluing then, left we givethe- 
Lord: occaſion to: deprive us of - Wie. + 
' Theſe common Bleffirigs of the ſhining 
ofthe Sun, breathing m'the Air, Meat, 
Drink, Apparel, [Preſervation in our go- 3 
ings out, and comings Its the aſe of our 
Senſe, Health of Body, and the like, -let 
them be more eſteemed by us, and' Jet - =; 
us always have chiznkful Hearts for *em. _ 
Alas! Ho milerable ſhould we be with-- - 
put theſe Comforts! The Lord. is obli-"-*, 
ged ſomerimes, (fo 'great is his Mercy - 


lavour and Reliſh: 7-4 | 
urſe Mark and” homely Fair, when * 


as 'the”full. 'Soul Toaths- the Honey and . 


the Honey-comb. When -we- act - 


Heath, Strength, Senſe” or Sleep for ſome 2 


time, O how precious and good are they / 
to us, when God out of his infiuite Mere 
cy "is * pleated $0 reftore them to us as 
a tt how joyful of them ANG thank- 
hee 2s ane 5 OREs Y 
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: And be aroſe and came to his Father, &c. 


Y This Prodigal puts in prattice what he 


Juſt before had reſolved to do: Where- 
I we thave the two Parts of Reprntance, 


Firſt, his; Averſion from Sin, He aroſe 


Secondly, his Converſion to God, And 


cam: to bis Father. His ariſing is nothing 


elle but.his leaving of 5m ; and his com- 
ing to his Father, his turning to the _ 
Lord, From whence we ,may .note, 


where there is true Repentance, there 
3s a rifing from Sin, there 1s a leavin 

and forſaking all former evil Ways, 6. 
wickee Courſes: This is plainly feen in 


many Inſtances in. Scripture; as. in _ 


| St. Paul, St. Peter, Zaccheus, and many 
'others, who left their evil Ways, to 
cleave oily to that which was good. 


Firſt, Fereby we may know whether . 


our Repentarce be real, or no : Hath 


it wrought a thorough Change in the | 


Aﬀettions, Words and Attions ? Are 
all old things done away. and new come 
in the Place thereof? Is there a for- 


ſaking of Sin, a thorough Reform+:tion 
of Life ?. If it be thus, then, ic is well 
with thee ; for thus it 18 wath every 


true Penitent. 


Secondly, 
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Secondly. This may ſerve for Ps” 
to ſuch as And not this Change i in them- 


- ſelves, for where this is wanting, there 


can be no true Repentance, but your 
are. the ſame as ever you were 3. it can- _ 
not be ſaid' of you as St. Paul ſaid of ths _ 
Corinthians, Such were ſome of you: but ye 


are waſhed, but ye are ſanftified, &c. but 


ſuch are you, and fo continue unchang-. 


ed, Adulterers, Drunkards, Covetous + 


ye were.” and: are fo fil; you are. as- 


| Profane, as proudly, as worldly, as ir- _ 


religious as var. if not worſe than 


- 


@irdly, This may ſerve for Comfort 
to all ſuch as do find this bleſſed hange | 


- wrought in them, They are turhed from 3 


Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power of 
Satan unto God: Who can fay. as that 
blind Man that had his Sight refored ? 
One thing I know, that whereas [ was blind; 
1 now ſee : Whereas | was unclean and 


| fil thy, I' am now waſted and purified. 


O. happy Eftate, and bleſſed Condition 
that thou art in! Only let me admoniſh 


thee to manifeſt thy Change alſo to the 


World ; that they ſeeing thy good 


Works, may glorifie thy Heavenly Fa. *: 
| C | 
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ther, that has wrought this Change i in 
thee. St. Ambroſe reports of a young, 
Man, who had lived in the Prattice of © 
gratifying his Lufts, and had committed © 


many heinous Sins ; but afterwards was _ . 


converted in his Travels ; and -return- - 
ing home, he met with one of his old 
Acquaintance, with whom he had been 
_ very often over familiar : He paſſed by, 
ard made as if he did not ſee her. She 
wordring that he { ſlighted her, went 
to him, and ſaid, How now ! What, have 
you forgotten me? Je 3s I. 1 know " ge 
ſaid he, but I am not 1? IT am nc: the Man 
1 was, thevefore I have nothing to /ay to */6 
or do with you. So it becomes all true 
Converts, to ſhew forth in their Life 
and Converſation that Change, which 
it has pleaſed God to work in them : 
that thoſe who were Witnefles of their 
- Sin may be alſo Witneſſes of Repen- 
\  Eance- 
How then are they to be condemn'd, 

who, tho' they own that there muſt be. 
ſuch a Change and Turning, yet turn 


from bad to worſe, from one Sin to a 


nother ? For Inftance, many turn from 
Profuſcneſs and FOO: to Covet- 
ouſnels- 
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ouſneſs, from ſwearing to cheating and” 
co2ening, ' from Atheiſm and Profane- 

_ . neſs to Superſtition ; what Hope can 
theſe have,. who: are ſo far from true - } 
Repentance ? This highly concerns - 
thoſe who were (at leaft ſeem'd) once 

| @Zealous in carrying on the Work of the © 

1 Lord, to the Edification of others, but _ 

are: now become Backſliders and Apo=-  - 

4 fates, Let them attentively hearken to _- 

the Admonition given to the Church at _ 
_ Epheſus, Rev.2. 5. Remember therefore fram _ 

. whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do. 

: the firſt Works, or elſe I will come unto thee 

| quickly, and will remove thy Candleſtick 
out of bis place, except thou-repent.. 

| Let this alſo warn us. all, that our-. 
|| Turning be a true Turning ; and- as _ 

4 with this Prodigal we have gone by Sm _. 

1 * from our Father's Houſe, fo let us ariſe, 

and with him fet our Faces Heaven. _ 
ward, This Prodigal after he had once 
made a Reſolution, ſtands not debating, 

; but forthwith he aroſe aud went his way, 

'{ When he had received the Call of God _ 

- tn his'Conſcience, he does uot. conſult 

Fleſh and Blood, but obeys immedrately 
' the heavenly. Voice- By this we may 
TOE BIS; © #7 « - 


I _ —————— 
$s 


.5o The Prodigal Son 
ſee that the Work of Repentance muſt 
be ſet about without Delay ; we miſt 
ſer about it in good earreft, as ſoon as 
ever God touches our Hearts with a © 
Coal from his Altar. God ever requires 
the Firſt Fruirs, he muſt be ſerved above 

and þ<fore 2}. Then. let this reprove 

{the great Folly and Madneſs of thote | 
that defer their Repenrance trom Day -</1 

to Day. There are often called to re- + 

|, turn and repent, and they have many » © 

| Opportunities put into their Hands, jf - 
| they had but an heart to embrace them: 

{ But alas! inftead of this they often ſay, 
1 have time enough to-repent : Why 
tell you me of Repentance as yet ? Is 
not God merciful ? Did not he ihew 
Mercy to the Thief on the Croſs at the - 
Jak Hour? Do not we read of ſome 
that were called at the Eleventh Hour, 
who were rewarded with the ſame Pen- 
ny with thoſe that were hired at the 
Third Hour, and had born the Heat 
and- Burthen of the Day : And with: 
ſuch kind of Arguments they fireng- 
then themſelves againſt all the Calls and 
Monitions they meet with from God, 
either in his Word or Providence. But 
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it, would much better become IE We 
reflett .upon, the- uncertainty of L ife, - 
and. the meh of it; at beſt : That © 
tho? God had been graciouſly pleaſed to 
promiſe Pardon \to returning Sinners, - 
yet he will haye no. Mercy on preſum- | 
| ng Sinners : hat the luftance of the _ 

{ Thief on the Croſs; is but a fingle Ex- 
ample, given (probable). only to keep 
| Men from Deſpair, .and ſo ought not 
| to be drawninto Precedent : And that 
the Parable of thoſe that were hired'at 
theſixth and ninth, andeleventh Hours, 
5 ſignifies no more than that thoſe who 
'| Never before heard the Call of the Go | 
| p#1 ſhall be. accepted even m very-old | 

| Age, toward the latter End of their 
| Lite, if then. they take upon themthe | 
\ Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, and con- } 

' form their Practice to.the-Rules there- 
| of. So that there is no Reaſon. why. | 
{| they ſhould any. longer put off their Res, . 
pentance and turning.to God. 1 
| But when he was yet agreat way off, he 
. ſaw him.} ;Altho* this is put here 13 the 
_ laſt place, it is ſuppoſed by moſt of our- 
Expoſlitors, that it was the firſt Mover,- 
and AFOnS: to the beginning of his Con» _ 
GS >: vergons- q 
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' verſion. It was this gracious Look when 
he was yet afar off ; - that” brought this * 
Prodigal home to his Father. He looked 
upon him with an Eye of Pity and 
Compaſſion, and infuſed him thto ſe- 
cretly his EfficaciousGrace, and pierc'd 

_ His Heart with the Beams of his Spirit, 
which ſo prevailed with him, that it 

_ brought him to Repentance : Thus it 
was with St. Peter, who: after he had. 
finned by thrice denying his Lord, re- 

 mained obdurate and impenitent, til}. 
by a Look, our Saviour penetrated his- 

{ Heart, and awakened him out of that 

| Lethargick -Fit > and. then be went. ous- 
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and wept bitterly. 
By this-1t appears, that the Converſion 
of a Sinner is an Effett of the Free Grace 
_ of God.. By Grace ye are ſaved, was the. 
> Eanguage of the Holy Spirit ;' and our. 
| Lord himſelf ſays, No Man can come un- 
| fo me except the Father draw him. Many. 
; eminent Examples might | be brought 
!! to confirm this, both of the Unregenerate- 
before their Converſion, and the Rege- 
{- nerate. in their Falls. after Converſuon. 
 Whar Diſpoſition was in St. Pau! to- 
' farther his Converſion 7 Was he nov. 
rg re hoon nd. =» 
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breathing out- Threatnjngs and ” 
5 ters ag2inſt the People. of Gerd, andthe 
| Diſciples of Feſu Chrift ? H ad he not - 
; procured a Cemmiſſion' from the High © 
Prieſt, to bind and,impriſon all that were ' + 
| of that Way ? Yet {50d beheld him afar © 
| off; as alſo he did Matthew at the Re- _ 
ceipt of Cuſtom, . Zaccheus. the -U furer, 4 
| Mary theSfnner, and Us Gentiles, when we- +* 
| | were, as St- Paul fays, without Hope, wirh= | 
| out God in the World, Strangers to the Ci-= _Þ 
| wenaut of Promiſe, and Aliens to the Com- | 
| monwealth of Iſrael. So that a.Siuner may. "Y 
| be aptly likenedto an Eecho, he cannot _ | 
| ſpeak firſt to God, bur muſt anſwer toa . bl 
ng Voice trom God. And it .caunot be | 
otherwiſe, becauſe we are dead in Trej= || 
aſſes and Sins, as-the Apoſtle ſpeaks: $ 
| So the Father of this Prodigal ſays, For i 
this my Son was dead and 3s alive again. | 
' Whilſt we are Unregenerate, we have no, } 
ſpiritual Life, and can no more work our 
own. Conver ſton. than Lazarus could a<« © 
; riſe and come forth before Chriſt called. 7 
| - him. This chen may ſerve to check our 1 J 
> PR Pride, and teach us not to aſcribe that. 
'_ to our ſelves, which is the Work of ©) 


| God alone.z, let it humble us, and. make-- 
us: {/ 


U 
q; 
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vs.to have mean Thoughts of ourſelves. _ 


There is a ſtrict Truth in thoſe Words 


of our Saviour, Without me ye can do no 
_ ?ring, that is good - and acceptable in * 


the Sight of God: And if any one does_ 
any good thing, he may ſay as the A- 


poſtle, Net not I, but the Grace of God that. 


ciwelleth in me. And if we have any 
good thing, it is nothing but what we 
have received from our gracious God, 


whether it appertaineth to this Life, or . 


that which is to come. 


Therefore let this oblige all of us, 


eſpecially thoſe who have any Signs - 


and Tokens of their Converſion to the 
Lord, to give unto him the Praiſe and 
Glory that is due to him for the ſame; 


Not unto us O'Lord, not unto us, but to thy 


Name be the Glory , it is becauſe of thy ne- 
ver failing Compaſſions, that we are not con-. 
«med. It 1s of his infinite Mercy. not of 
our Deſerts, that we are at this time _ 
I vinz Monuments of his Patience and 


%  Forbearance. If we have repented and... 
turned to God, what 1s the difference 


between us and Reprobates? Or at leaft, 
who made us to differ, but He that 
=aade us 2 Moc from: any forelahy-$o0gs) 


he did not find any. good thing Sep 
"but /gave it us of his Free Grace and { 


| of his Love to us-Let us therefore take } 
toourſelves Words and-ſay, Let the peo- |} 


henceforth and for evermore- 


of this Father to: receive his'penitent | 


ceive. So quick-fighted is Love, thats |} 


learn, that God.is always ready to,re- I 


. - "_ GREW Fo Never : s is py Fo EY Fr I_s _ 
Retirn'd'to bis Father's Houſe. 


Bounty. How rhen ſhould we' beirapt 
up in Love to God-on the conſideration 


ple praiſe thee, OGod; yea. let all the people | 
praiſe thee : for thou. alone art worthy «& ir; 1 


Aud r an.} Behold here the readineſs -1 


Child!- The one cannot be more wil- *} 
ling to return, than the- other is to re- | 


he ſaw. him a great way off; and ſee- {if 
ing him, hedid not ftay- til}-he came to | 
him, but his Love. adds Wings-to his 
Feet, and Celerity to his Age, ' ſo thac'l 
he ran to meet him. Hence we may# 


ceive returning and repenting Sinners, | 
and ſhew Mercy tg them}, for :his Mer 
Cy-1s over all his. Works, and he'is ever” 
ready to forgive, as he.is a Ged-graci-1 
wp and..merciful, flow to Anger, and 
wikore Kindneſs, and repenteth him * 
Ell of wo aka RAG threatned. 
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{-- .- For: Man is God's Workmanſhip, ind. 
' his Delight is with the Sons of Men ; 
|| therefore- he is moſt ready and willing 
} to receive all that forſake their Sins and 
|  ſrek him; and'implore his Mercy : fo 


| that this may ſerve to encourage thoſe 


' who are even at the point of Deſpair ; 
'+ for in him is infinite Mercy and plen- 
1 teous Redemption. 

"yp And it is ſo?  'Have we ſo gracious- 
q 


and merciful a God to deal with, who 
| Is reds dy ready to forgive every true 
[[: Penitent ? Then let none lay the Fault 
| at God's Door if they periſh in their 
, ' Sins z for God 1s ready and deſirous to 
| [forgive, as we may ſee by his Language- 
© in 1ſaiab 1. 16, 17, 18. where he reaſons. 
+ithe Caſe with his People. Waſh ye, make- 
I You clean, put away the evil of your Doings 
' before mine Eyes, ceaſe to doewil. learn 
* Jo do well, ſeek Fudgment,relieve the Oppreſ- 
1 fd, Fudge the Patherleſs, plead for the Wi- 
1 ' dow. Come now and let us reaſon together, 


© $earlet, they ſball be White as Smiw tho” 
[the 
God does often call upon us to turn. 
Pm -our exal NOS that 10 uey 
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ſaith t be LORD +: Though your Sins be as 
be * alike Crimſon, they ſhall be as Wool. FE 4 


—-—— —_— 


Aur to bas Filer: Houſe. | 
might not. be our Ruin, but that oo IE | 


might: be eternally. bleſt with: the Pre« - 
ſence and Fruition. of thie. Father, Bows. þ| 
and Holy Ghoſt. i - COS 3 
-*, Further, Seeing. '60D is-ſo ready tor. 
ſhew Mercy. to eyery one: that. ſeeks it, - | 
Jet this be-as a Spur or-Goad in our” 
fides- to entreat him- to forgive us. our--.. 
Sin: And certainly .he will not be wanit-- 
forgive Others as he is to- forgive Us: 
It may be ſome-body. has-wrong'd us, | 
{4 or doneus ſome great Injuries ; yet we-. 
1 muſt forgive them, and. :that; heartly- | 
| too.” Why. then is there: fo much ſu in - | 
for Pardon and Reconciliation, | before- 7 
| it can be obtained? We ſhould; remem-- | 
| 
that treſpaſs, againſt us. 1 * 5 Þ >. 
Moreover, we find here the Daw Ga | 
Ipg to ſubmit himſelf. to, his. Father, and: | 
the Father running to rece:uve.and for ive | 
his Son 3 which: teaches; us, that God: 1 
J 8 more. SITY, to- thew. Mercy, thai pe | 
1 cold nitent: | 


ing to us, if .we are notfo to our ſelves.. 
Let us alſo learn to be herein like our | 
Heavenly: Father, in; being | as ready to 
|  ber.that we pray to God to faxgive ns- | 
our Treſpaſſts, as (or on: Condition, or in... 
the ſame manner as) we forgive them -1 
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tent/ Sinners are-to ſue for it: The one” 


come ſoftly, the other ſwiftly. ', | 


Here take notice of God's wonderful 

R tune: who "tho? he is the Party that is _ 
offended ; yet-is more ' ready to forgive 
then the offender to ſeek and beg Par- 


don ! 


And he fell on-his Neck and kiſed him] 
Hereis joyful Meeting between ſo good 


a Father. and his Returning Son. Mercy. 
| and Truth are met together ” and kiſs 
| eachother: Truth in the Prodiga), for 


he diffembled not; and Mercy in the 
Father, for hefell on his Neck and kiſ> 


P | fed him. © 


By theſe Circunfiices the Heat: wy 


| Fire of his Aﬀettion is declar'd, and 
! his entire Love to his. Son-is expreſſed. 
|: AKiſs hathever beeneſteemed as a Pawan 
# ora Pledge of Kindn<ſs from him that 
 kifſeth, to him that is kifſed. - By this 
Token the primitive Chriſtians uſed to 
expreſs theit Love to one another”: 


Even ch the time” of Tuſtin Martyr, 


| the Table of: the Lord, thereby te-. 
| Kifying their hearty Love and Recon-. 
i _ One tO another z > and this (pre- 


bably) - 


It: was in uſe before” they approached. 


Kindneſs, when he kiſd his Mafter, tho? _ 


| Father kiſſed his penitent Son, thereby | 


God often does manifeſt his Love to his 
_ Children by evident Signs and Tokens, | 


him, For were'it not fo, how could we | 


glorious Creature, ' while he cannot ſes 
fo much as one Beam of-its Light? 'Soz 


] ail knows that he is a Perſon beloved | 


©__ 


F " Retirnli-be Father's Houſe. 1 f 
bably) was what we read of hy as ? 


name of a ly Kiſs. Beſides this, it was - 


(and 1s to this Day) accounted a Cere- Sy 


mony of Civility and Aﬀettion: Thus 


Joſeph when he bleſſed his Brethren, fe 
on their Necks and kiſſed them. Thus alfo - 
Tudas the Traitor made'ſome ſhew' of 


he did it with a-nefandous Intent to bee | 


tray him. When the Church in the - 


Cantisles ſues to her Spouſe, to ſhew his. 


Love.to her, ſhe intreats him to ks bee + 
with the kiſſes of bis Mouth. Thus the 


ſealing and confirming his good Will. 
and Love towards him, fo that he need 
not doubt of it. Anſwerable to this, 


upon their Gonverſion and Turning to 


be affetted with it? Whati isa blind Man 
the better for knowing that the Sun 18a 


what 18 a Man benefitted by "Taowing | 
that God is infinite in Love, except he 


by | 


| 


60 'The Prodigal Son 


| _- by rm and has ſome ieeling c of i It in his J 
If thereſore it beers; that God does _ 
not only love his Children, but many _- 
| times demonſtrates his Love to them 

| by Signs and Tokens, then we may 


| fee the Falſhood of that Dofrine taught 

by the Church of Rome, That none can. © © 
| be certain that they are Objects of the _ 
| Loveand Favour of God: And tho' ſome _ 
{ may hope well, none can haye hag] 
Afurance. | 

\ This may alſo. ſerve for the grext 

Comfort and Eftabliſhment of thoſe,. 
* that have God's Love manifeſted to them, 
Por as great as.the Trouble- and Terror- 
' 3s wherewith that Man's Conſcience is. 
ſeized, who doubts of the Love and Fa- 
3 vour. of Almighty God.; fo great and 
* much greater, 1s the Comfort where- 
| with that Man is-poſſefſed, who has at- 
| tainedtobea bleſſed Hope, and full Aſſt. 

| rance of God's. Love towards him. For- 

| then he is fitted for any Service God . 

} ſhall have for him to do in this World ; 

| for he is then capable of faying with the | 

| Apoſtle, Rom. 8. 38, 39, Iam perſuaded. 


mor. | 


# that neither Death, nor « Loje, nor Angels, 


| Return'd i, bis Father's. Houſe. he 4: | 


nor Principalities,, Hor. Powers, nor... thi 
preſent, nor. things to come, nor Height, nor. 
Depth, nor any;other Creature, ſhall be able 
2 ſeparate;ys. from the, Love of God, which i 
is in 6 6 Feſus our Lord. 
But I muſt | proceed , 00: the "next "Y 
Verſe... ta. v. 2 
And the Son fat unto "him, Father re Ro 
have ſinned againſt Heaven, aud in thy i 2 
and am nd.more worthy to be. galled (7 
Now . we come. more. particular a 
| the Words whichare NE Mangf Had 2 
made. by the Prodigat, to. his Father; 
wherein obſerve the Matter and 00h. | 
Manner of his Confeffion. - 5 fern 
.. The Matter ; 1 have fimed .""j 
_.. The Manner, againſt. Heaven FPS 3-106 
thy fghtyand. am no more worthy to o be called” | 
thy Son ; which is a circumftantiat Ag- $ 
: GERFACION, and an Humiliation,.. ; 
This may teach us, : That God will 
not forgive Us our-Sins, till we confeſs. | 
Ne, Thus we read-.in_ St; John: I. 
9..If we ſay we have no. Sin, we deceive © 
hs ok But if we confeſs our Sins. God 
is faithfal and juſt to forg ive us our Sins, 
and to'cleanſe us 7 hang all Unrighteouſneſs. 


TE God has bound. himſelf by his Word, | 
_ Rot. * 


6: / we -Prodigat $ Sm | = 
not to ſpare thoſe who do not confeſs _- 
their Sing So faith Solomon, He that hi- © 
deth the Sins ſhall not proſper : But whoſe 
confeſſeth and forſaken them ſpall have 

S/4rc cy. 

But this it appears that all who aef re 
to have their Sins pardoned, muſt con- - 
feſs them, for without Confeſſion there © 
_ is no Remifflon. And it is highly ne- 

ceffiry that we ſhould leave no Sin un- 
_ confeſſed; that we would not have uns 
pardoned : We mnft alſo look to it, that 
our Confeffion be ſuch as God requires: 
If it be ſuch as that of Pharoah,. Saul, 
Judah, &c. it will avail us no more: 
than theirs did ther: And'if we ex- 
t-to have better Succeſs than they: 
ad; we muſt fee- that our Confeſſion 
be better than theirs was. 
We may likewiſe obſerve to whom 
this Confefſion.1s to be made; and that 
is to God: Fhe Reafons for it:may be 
theſe; becauſe: whatever: Damage: is 
done to Men by--our- Sins,. the-greateſt 
Diſhonour- is to God} in the Breach of 
his jo gen Laws: Becauſe it is God 
only has the Power of forgiving "And 
oF n 
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And becauſe Confeſſion of Sin 18: 0 Hh & 
cial Part of Divine Worſhin _. : 23 
| Beſides this, . a Con/eſſton of Sin EY 


to Man is. ſometimes eceſfary, either- 


08 account of the lnjury done to a ſin 
gle Perſon; and then it muſt bea pri- 


vate Confeſſion. Or when a Perfon.4s _ © 


charged with theSin by the Church ;and | 
then he is to confeſs publickly, "that 4 
ſuch his Confeſſion may. take away all : 
Offence. But farther, 
Let us now conſider the Manner. ft - 


this Prodigal's Confeſſion. He does not ©. 


plead the vanity of Youth, and the . 
Profanereſs of his Nature to do Evil; 
he dves not go about to extenuate his 
Guilt ; but on the other Hand, here- _ 
lates it with moſt aggravating Cir- 
cumſtances, and he exaggerates it to © 
the third Degree: 1. Thave ſinned: 2, A- © 

ſt Heaven.: And 3. In thy Sight. 
Eo to break a lawful Comman of. 
a Magiſtrate, tho thro' Ignorance, . is & 
Faultz todo it knowingly and wilfully 
1s yet, a greater Crimez but to do it ſo, 
- and in his Sight and Preſence {90s Are» 
gues Fag utmoſt Contempt. 
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If then a true Penitevr is {6 mags, | 


that he will lay as much as he can to 5 
| lis own Charge, what ſhall we think 
or ſay of thoſe that Rudy how to exte- 2 
nutate their Sins? . They can enlarge 
upon the Sins of others ; they have both + 
the Will and Skill to expatiate upon the * 


Failings and Infirmities'of their Enemies, 


» and many times make their. Faults ap- » 
- pear'much greater than they Teally are. = 
. But as for their own Sins, they do. all 

they can toleſfen them, and oftentimes 
' they deny them when they are charged _ 


with them. | 
As Aggravation” is A INN - 


Bs Circunifiarice of Confeſſion, ſo alſo we 
_. muſt come before the Almighty with 
Humility of Soul. As the Waters al- 


ways fl-w tothe loweſt Grounds, which 


_ fe well watered thereby ; fo alſo the 


humbleſt Soul. is the. fitteſt Recipient _ 


of Grace, and. retains it beſt. The like- 
- leſt Means to be exalted by God. is to 


come before him in Lowlineſs of Spirit 


. os 0 g 


{ed to look n Mercy | 


no Liquor, and the proud Soul is not 


Cypable of receiving Grace. Pride is 
above. 


ak 

-s: 
> 
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_ Heart, he waſhed his Diſciples Feet, he 
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above all other Sins, deſervedly called | 
the Devils Firſt born; and as:it is his 
particular'Sin, ſo it, was the firſt Poiſon |. 
he put-into our Natures: And as the | 
Servants of Chriſt, and the Children'of _ © © 
God, and known by their Charity and 
_ Humility ; fo the Servants of Sin, and : 
the Sons of Satan are diftinguiſhed by - |; 
their Pride and Cruelty, Humility is + 
an heavenly Grace, diſpoſing a Perſon * © | 
both inwardly and outwardly, towards _: 
God and Man, to all Atts of Lowli- © | 
_ neſs, in Thoughts, Words, and Deeds. * 
Humility is an 4dorning Grace, 1 Pee. - 
5- 5. Be yecloathed with Humility : The |} 
Word iyz0uC@cavs, ſignifies, be ye knotted, _ 
alluding to the Cuſtom of Women, |. 
who were wont to deck their Heads and 
adorn their Garments with eurjous ... 
Knots. Humility is the Keeper and 
Preſerver of all Graces, but Pride is the 
Spoiler and Quencher of them. An _ 
Heart well furniihed with this Grace, || 
makes us like our Lord and Saviour 
Chriſt; he was.meek and lowly' of 


made himſei!t of no Reputation, but 
took on him the Form of a Seryant, and 
Es. 0 | all- 
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all this, for our >akez and he it is that 
has recommended Humility to us; nay, þ 
. has commanded' as to take him fop.1 our _> ( 
| Pattern, particularly in this Vertue;;' 2 
Let-theſe be cogent Arguments w us | 2 
£0 uſe our beſt Endeavours for the «m- * 
bracing and. prattifing this Grace, that 3 
ſo the fame Mind may be inus, that was 
in Chriſt. 2 "i 
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Concerning 


Repentance: 


| Fully openingthe Nature of it: 


With ſome ſerious Perſuaſives to the. 
ſpeedy ſetting about this Duty. 


A. v l N G in Pets former 


from the Parable of the 
| Prodigal Son, how . ready 
_ God is to pardon, returning 
Senars, I Proceed next to ſhew what 
that pas or r- Repongs 
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muſt qualiſy them for pardon. The Doftine » 
'of Repentance 1s the foundation of the Spi= * 
ritual Building, ' which, if it be not well 
| Jaid, we build our Houſeupon the Sands 3 
and ſuch an Houſe muſt needs fall, It 
3s a great and comprehenfive Duty, tho' 


at 1S by ſome thruſt into a narrow com=- _ 


paſs. | For tho' we frequently ſpeak of 
| Kepentance, and pretend to'it, and hear 
it preached of, yet there is great reaſon 
to fear it is bur little underſtood, and 
leſs prattis'd; .and when Men ſo little 
underfiand what Reperntance is, it is no 
wonder that they are often guilty of 
Fatal Miſtakes about it. And fince many 
Men, are. prep: fſefſed with falſe Notions 
- of this Duty, it will be neceſfary, before 
I ſhew vou what Repentance is, to let 
you know what it 1snot, and vindi- 
cate it from thoſe Miſtakes that Men 
are in abouur it. And, 

1. They .are much miſtaken, that 
think Repentance is no more than a par- 
cel 0: govud Words, and exclaiming, a- 
Bainſt our ſelves as great Sinners, and a 
loud Crying to God tor Mercy. This. 
we can eaſily do, and love var 5ins ne- 
vertheleſs : It breaks noue of our Bones 


" to 
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to do this, mg does it put us to any 
Pain at all; nay, we can do it, and yet 
be inwardly pleaſed with our Sins in 
the mean time. This 1s all the. Repen- 
tance many Men have, or aim at, they 
fin, and they confeſs; but then they {in 
again, and they confeſs again, and keep 
this Round while they live. Many 
Men do that, which but a little before 
they confeſs'd was their Sin, and pre- 
ſently they will confeſs it again, and 
yet will go on to commit again, the 
ſame things. This black Circle of ſm and 
confeſs, and confeſs and ſin, encompaſſes as 
well Proteſtants as Papifts. We think 
our Snis will do us no more hurt than our 
Confeſſion does good z; ſo that if at 
our laſt Gaſp, we can but trame our. 
Breath to the Sond of Mercy; and with 
the Serpent, tho' our Ways have been 
crooked all our Life, we can become 


AKrait before we die, we think it 1s fuffis, 
cient, and will go weil wich us. But 


certainly we have very bale aid mean 
Thoughts of God, if we think to 


charm and cheat him thus e: afily, at we 


think to mock him with tuch inetfetu-_ 
al Confeſſions as theſe. What Man 
"D:3: would 
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would endure fuch Uſage as this ; will -* 


our Neighbour be pleas'd with us, if we K. 
confeſs we have done him wrong, when 
he ſees we continue to do ſti}? Oh, _ 


let us not think, that when we have- - 


| ſerved our Appetites, and gratify'd our _ 
Senſual Deſires all our Lives, it will be - 
ſufficient to ask God forgiveneſs at lei- _ 


ſure, with the laft Drawings of a ſinful 
Breath! The Devil can well bear we 
JThould confeſs our Sins, if we forſake 
them not: We ſhal) not much difturb. 
him, by ſpeaking againft his Works, if 
Hhe.deftroy them not. Theſe are Words 
of courſe, that neither trouble the De- 
vil, nor yet pleaſe God. The Soldier 
of Chriff muſt fight, as wel) as thus bid 
Defiance agamft his Sins. And certainly - 
we ſhall at once ſthew more Courage 
as well as more Sincerity. but forſaking 
our Sins, than by ſpeaking Evil of 
them-. 5 fl | 
2. They areas much miſtaken, that 
think all Sorrow that ariſes in their 
Minds, occaſion'd by vn, 1s true Repen- 
tance and forrowing after a godly Sort. 
The wh: ie of Repentance conſiſts not. 
in a melancholy Fit, and hangingdown _ 
= the 
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the Head like a Bulruſh, retiring a while 
from Mirth and Company, a ſour Face, 
| _ and moiſt Eyes: far tho” this Sorrow is. 
a Step to, or a Companion of true Re- 
pentance, yet alone, it comes much 
ſhort of the main Work. Such Men do | 
often miſlike the Puniſhment, net the _ | 
| Fault,: and give not ſo much becauſe | 
| © themſelves are wicked, as becauſe God 
| iS Juſt: Their Sins bring AMiction upon 
them; it is the AﬀMfiction not the Sin 
that makes them forrowful. They *'! 
| Have a certain Prefage of the Uneafi- 
neſs.of the Flames of Hell, their galled 
and aking Conſcience fly in their Faces, 
they feel great Horror in their Minds _ 
for thoſe Sins which the World knows : 
nothing of, and they receive upon their 
Souls the leſſer Strokes of H-l, This 
indeed will make the. ſtouteſt Sinner _ 
| bend, but does not make-him a true Pe. 
nitent, for the moſt wicked Men may _ 
| repent at this rate, and many times dg-- 
it. Thus Judas repented himſelf, and was. 
filled with Grief and Sorrow, Matth, 27." 
| 3. Yet who beheves thar he had true. 
Repentance? Thus Ahab repented and 
bumbled himfelf. And many times the - 


| Sins, laſl'd by their Conſciences, ter» 


E.54 *'-.. # Dicorle "= 
Diſgrace, the Shame and Miſery, which © 
the Sinner, by his Wi-Yedneſs hath ® 
brought upon himſelf - .. make him *: 
ver, t5:rowful, when yet he 1s far from =] 
being truly peniterit, Theſe things may — 
Humble the Sinner. greatly, and this 
Humiliation may keep off from - him 
ſome Temporal Judgment, , yet 1t will not 
ſecure him from an Eternal one. | 
3. They are alſo grofly miſtaken, 
that take paffionate Reſolutious of A- 
mendment for Repentance; that mt» 
fake the Purpoſe ard Intention for the 
Thing itſelf, T his is the Caſe of many 
Men, that are nevertheleſs Slaves to 
*i8 Devil, and led Captive by. him at. 
His Will. They are ſurfeited by their 


rity'd by their Convittions, or ſome- 
times-awaken'by the Judgment of God 
t2at fullew them; and then they paſſione 
ately reſolve to lay by their moſt trou- 
bleſome Sins, and walk in the more 
pleaſant aud detightful Paths of Peace ;they 
are ready to ſay, Let us break their Bands 
aſunder, and caſt their Cords from us. And _- 
it were inexpreſſible happy for them, 
if they had Courage and Corſtancy enough 

Es. | really 


_ 
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really to perform what they ſo well re- 
: ſolve. But alas!" tho? they call theſe Pur- 
| pvſes by the name. of Repentance they” 
; quickly return to'their Sins; according to- | 
B the true Proverb, The Dog is return'd to his 
| own Vomit again, and-the Sow that was 
waſhed to her wallowing in the Mire, 2 Pet. 
2. 22. And then their ACtions teſtify 
1 to their Faces that they did but difſem-- | 
| _ ble with God: | What ſhall we call a 
Diſrefteeming and Mocking of God, if 
| _,this benot ſuch ? What the Apoſtle ſaid 
| - of ſome, that they were ever learning, 
| and'yet never come-to the knowleape of the 
Trath, is truly applicable to theſe Men, 
they are ever.repenting, and yet never ar- 
E: riving at true Repentance, Ke, REN 
| 4- [t is alſo a fatal Miſtake,. tothink.” 
| the outward abſtaining from ſome groſ- , 
fer Acts of Sin, is true Repentance, or 
any certain Sign of it. This nearly. 
| concerts 3 great: Part of Mankind: For ' 
] there are many, who tho? they will: 
not k;// their Brother, vet will hate him 
| they will not commit Adultery, yet will 
1 allow themſelves to Luſt, They abſtain 
from ſome Sin which they have former- 
| ly follow'd, yet perhaps are as faulty in 
F-9' D 4 ſome-. 
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ſomething elſe. They commute ſome ">" 
one Sin for ſome other; which they ©: 
think more commodious;z and ſuch an 
Exchange they judge very excuſable. 


' They wil) avoid the groſſer Enormities of 


whichthe World obſerves moſt, and yet 


be ful) of more refined, ſpiritual and - 


mental Wickedneſs, They will leave 


;- their youthful Lufts when they grow in is 


Years, but when they become Slaves to 
Covetouſneſs or Ambition, or elſe are 
\ _ overgrown with Atheiſm and Unbelief, 
_ They will part with ſome Vice which 
they cannot ſo well follow, and think 
they have done well, tho' they keep 


their moſt defireable Sins. They abſtain _ 


- ſome time from the Gratification of ſome 
| of their, Lufts, not out of Diſaffettion, 
* but Policy. Nay, ſometimes they will 
* facrifice ſome of their Luſts to the Reli- 
- gion they own, that others may live. 
| They will not only abſtain from, but 
- even ftrive againſt ſome Sins, that they 
may keep others ſafe. And upon theſe 
- Terms, Satan himſelf will allow us to 
mortify ſome Sins 3 nay, will himſelf 
caſt the firſt Stone at them, and like a 
rocking Gameſter, purpolely loſe theſe 
ene, petty 
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petty Stakes, that he may afterwards | : 


ſiveep the Board. OE 
Theſe Things 1 have named, are not 


worthy the Name of Repentance, nor _- 
yet are they any certain or infallible _ 
Signs of it; tho' where there is true 
 Repentance theſe Things alſo are; for - 
Repentance requires this, and a great . 
deal more than all this. It is a greater } 


Work,” and makes a greater Change 


| than all the foremention'd 'Particulars _ | 
amount to 5 it imports no leſs than re- 


linquiſhed all our Sins, and turning to 


GOD; Cealing to do evil, and learning te | 


ao well, He that truly repents, ſubdue, 
not only his Sin, but his Aﬀettion to it 


alſo. He puts off the old Man, and puts ... 
on the New. This is what 1 come next Þ} 


to treatof';z and as | have begun nega- 


tively, and' ſhew'd you: what Repen- ||| 


tance is not, I now proceed to diſcourſe 


politively of Repentance, and ſhew you | 
what it really is. And, "1 075 On 
| Repentance is a Grace of God, whereby a 
- FSinner, after a true Senſe of Sin, and | 

oaly Sorrow for Sin, is converted from 


D 5 Ly "This- 


| 
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This for the general Definition. of | F 
Repentance ; but, more. gortictarly,, it | 


28, 


LA Turning from our Sins,  Ceaſing to 
to evil, Iſa. 1. 16. The,true Penitent muſt | 
turn from all his former evil Ways, and 
muſt not only abſtain from the Aﬀts of _ 
Sin, but he muſt firive againſt and get _ 
the Myitery oyer his AﬀeCtion to, and _ 
Deſiry of Sin.. But: that this may be bet. 
ter underſtood, let us conſider it under _ 


the following Heads, 


1,It is turning from our Sins wheh oo 
we have Power to commit them. Of -- 
many Men it may be ſaid, That their | 
Sin rather leaves them, than they it. To- 


"_ & 
"iis 2s ta tt > 


_ leave off ſinning, when we can ſin no _ 


longer, deſerves no Thanks, much leſs 


| the Title of true Repentance. It was a 
 wiſeSaying of the Son of Syrach, There 
' 3s that is bindred from ſining thro' Want, 
Eccleſ. 20. 21.. This ſort of Penitents 


, - oftner want Strength and Means, or an 
- 4Ppportunity ard Temptation, than a 


- Will to commit. Sin. They continue in 


their Sins as long as they are able to 
| follow them, till decrepid Age hath put 
' out the Fire of their Luft, til by their 
T10tous 
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concerning Repentance. It 
himſelf to be drawn to Sin, by a Pro- 
ſpett of Pleaſure, muſt either feel theſe- 
dreadful Pangs of Conſcience, or, which 
is unſpeakably worſe, tne Flames of 
Hell. He may otherwiſe anſwer this. 


Temptation, by retorting this Argue || 


ment upon the Tempter, conſidering 
the Nature of Holineſs, - thus, thou: 
ſay'ſt, O mine Enemy, that there is Plea- 
{ure in the Commiſſion of this Sin.;_ 
whereas I know there 1s much more in. 
the Mortification of it. | fear to diſfpleaſe 
| God, and diſobey the Difates of my 
Conſcience ;, and if I ſhould comply with - 
his Temptation, 1 ſhould loſe the beſt 


Evidence of my ſincere walking in the || 


Ways of God's Commandments. | 
Again, Satan may tempt to Sin by 
an Argument drawn froth the Secrecy 
of it. Now when a Man is attack'd by 
his Temptation, let him refle& upon. 
God's Omnipreſence, and that his Eye: 


Conſiderations he may filence the Tem- 
pter. - — ET] 
But if Satan in tempting.to Sin ar- 
gue the Profit and Advantage that may 

- accrue thereby; you may likgwiſe retort 
| this 
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this Argument, and refle& upon the 


unprofitable Bargain, which our Savi- _ 


our mentions in Adatth. 16. 26. What -. 
will it profit a Man if he gain the whole . 
World, and loſe his owns Soul ? Or what © 
will a Man give in Exchange for his Soul ? 
Sometimes the Devil may endeavour 
to draw us into Sin, from a Confidera- 
tion of the Smallneſ3 of the Sin, that-it 
- 1s but a Peccadills, But this may. be op- 
poſed by a Conſideration of the Great- 


 _ neſsof the Majeſty of Heaven, by whom 


Sin 15 forgiven, and to whom it is an 
Offence. *Fwill' be feaſonable theu to 
conſider alſo, that the lefs the Sin; the 
leis the Inducement to commit itz and 
ſo much the greater the Folly of that 
Man, that will deftroy his Peace, wound 
his Conſcience, and grieve the Holy Spies 
rit for a Trifle. © 

Ar other times, perhaps, he will in- 
| finuate- the Mercy of God'is an Encou- 
 ragement to Sin. But let ſuch as are 
aſſaulted by this Temptation confider, 
that it God be a God of ſuch exceeding 


Goodneſs, it is an Aa of the deepeſt S 


Baſeneſs, the blackeſt Ingratitude, and 
the greateſt Proof. of a ditingent- 
| ous 
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_ bus and depraved Mind, to Sin thus 
preſumptuouſly ; for Goodneſs of God 
ſhould lead us to Repent ance. $2 
Laſtly, When we are encouraged to | 
fin, by the Example of ſeveral Holy 
Men 1n Scripture, who ſinned, andyet | 
had their Sins pardoned ; let us remem- | 
ber, that none ever ſinned upon ſuch a. 
Ground as this, that no Examples can 
juſtify the Breach of any of God's Laws, 
that theſe Inſtances were recorded for 
Warning, not for Imitation, 1 Cor. 10. 6» 
And let us call to mind with what Ter- 
rors they were ſeiz'd for their Sins, let 
the above-mentioned Paſſage inthe 38th 
Pſalm deter us from it © | 
 tthoughtthat theſe Prefervatives from 
Sin, and Anſwers to Satan's Temptations, 
could no where be more properly pla- 
ced than under this Bead 3 ard they 
being very uſeful to the perfteQing- of 
Repentance,. | have inſiſted the longer on 
Perſeverance in Well-doing, which, 
as | have-ſhewn, 1s a principal Part, and 
the cleareſt Evidence of ſincere Repen 
tance. I now proceed tothe Third Ar- 
{ ticle, which 1s, 
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3. Renew'd Repentance for. repeated. 
Sins, and even for Humane Frailties. The © 
true Penitent, if he falls by. the. Violence ” 
_ of Temptation into Sin, he riſes again-" 


by a hearty and godly Sorrow. If with © 
Peter he denies his Lord, with Peter he . 
retires and weeps bitterly. If he miſs his _ 
Way, as ſoon as he finds his Error, he 
returns again, he rezews- his Place. he _ 
_ doubles his. Diligence, and returns home : 


_ again to.his Father. 


Thus have I ſhewn, that the firſt Part 3 


of Repentance, viz, Turning from Sin, 


conſiits in refraining from it when we- | 
have Power to commit it 3 in perſiſting 

conitantlv in it; -and in renew'd Re- 
pentance-for caſual. >ins,. and: Humane: _ 
Frailties. 1 paſs now to the. Second. - 


Paxt of Repentance, which is, 
14. Turning to God::' Learning to do 


well Apd this may be properly called _ 
RR” Is EFhe' Degrees of ut! are _ 


theie that "Py 


1. Adue Sight nk Senſe uf the Dans : 


ger and Miſery of our prefent. State- 
This .is indeed. a Motive to, as well as 
a Part of it When the Sinner 15, aSit 
were awaken'd out of a Sieep,- and the 

| former 
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former. Part of his Life ſeems. now to 
have been but as a pleaſant Dream ; he 
ſees himſelf now upon the. Brink of 
- Hell, and very near being devoured and 
ſwallowed up by thoſe unquenchable 
Flames. He ſees a Fire from Heaven 1s - 
falling upon his Sodam, and the Aven- 
ger of Blood is purſuing him, and his 
Soul is in great Diftreſs for a City of 
Refuge to fly unto. He is as a Man new-. 
lv awakened out of a deep Sleep, when. 
the Houſe is on Fire about him, the 
- Building trembles, and the-Neighbour-. 
hood-cries out. and he ſees that danger, 
which but a little before was by his 
Sleep hid from his Eyes. He is like a 
Traveller in a Foreign Land, that has: 
wander'd ſecurely from his right Way, 
and is ſtray'd into Paths of very great 
Hazard and Danger, which makes him 
doubtful, and. at a Stand 3 his Heart 
miſzjives him, and he now -9nſiders. 
with himſelf, whither this Way will 
lead him he fſuſpetts that it is too. broad, 
and too much beaten to be that which leads. 


I. to Litre; now he remembers he hath. 


heard his Saviour ſay, That the Way is. 
narrow, and the Gate is ſtrait that leads to 


Life, 


T 
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Liſe and there be but few that find it ; * 
ke remembers that he hath read in the _ 
Word of God, that the Paths he now _. 
_ treads in will hring. him to Death, that - 
without Holineſs no ene ſhall ſee God. And |. 
when he confiders what will be the 
Conſequence of his evil Ways, how un- . 
able heis to do well with the devouring _ 
Fire, to lie down in 'everlaſting Burn- _ 
ings, and to loſe the Favour of God for 
ever, whoſe Beniginity is better than Life: _ 
Then it 1s that he takes the firſt Step: 
towards returning to his Father. He ſees « 
that there 1s but a very little Diſtance _ 
between him and Deſtruftion, and that * 
if God takes away his Life, he is undone 
for ever ; and that nothing in*this 
World ean countervail fo great a Loſs, 
as that of the Favour of God, and the ' 
eternal Welfare of his immortal Soul. 
From a ſerious Senſe of theſe Things he _ 
draws ſuch Conſequences as tend to 
make him a true Convert. The firſt 
Step the: Pſalmifft' took towards turning 
his Feet unto God's Teſtimonies, was that 
he thought on his Ways. Pſalm 119. 59. - 
And (as you have already ſeen it was 
| when the Prodigal Son came to Ws 

; £ | nat. - 


2 © Concerning Repentance, $87 © 
that is, when he conſfider'd the Miſery 
of his preſent Condition that he began to 
ſet forward towards his Father's Houſe. 

' So that we find it 1s, from a due Sight - 
and Senſe of the Danger, and Miſery 
of our preſent Condition, that there pro- 
ceeds, DI TOOSIKIAST OF 

2. A firm Reſolution of turning to 
God : I will ariſe and go to my Father, 
ſays the Prodigal Son. T made haſte, and 
delayed not to keep thy Commandments, ſays 
Holy David, Pfſal. 119. 60. And this. 
Reſolution the true Penitent does not 
take up lightly and raſhly, but confide- 
rately, and upon mature Deliberation. 
His-is ſuch Repentance, as 1s not to be 
repented of. He will part withhis moſt 
beloved Sins, and endure great Hard- _ 
ſhip; he will cut of his Right Hand, 

and pluck out his Right Eye; yea, he 
will {ell all, to obtain this Pearl of the 
greateſt Price; he is fully reſolved for 
God and Heayen ? he is willing to ac- 
cept of Feſus Chriſt for his Lord and 
- Maſter, as well as his Prieſt and Saviour. 
He 1s not only for Salvation by Chriſt, 

but for the Sani:ification of Chriſt. He 

_ deſires te be governed by his Laws,. 7 
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well as to be ſaved by his Merits. He * 


. 


reſolves to follow his "Saviour thro all © 


Difficulties and Dangers ; he willnot leave KA 


him. tho? others do. He fays, as Ruth . 


goeſt I will go, and where thou lodgeſt I will 
loage;, thy People ſhall be my People, and thy 
God my Ged :;, where thou dieſt I will die, 


and there I will be buried. He that truly 
repents, will follow Chrift whitherſo- 
ever he ſhall lead him, He fits down, * 
as the wiſe Builder, and conſiders that © 
this Undertaking may coft him no leſs | 
than his Reputation and Eafe, his Friends _ 


and Eftate, yea, his Liberty and Life. 
It is greatly to be doubted, that there 
_ are but few ſuch Converts; yet none 
but ſuch as are true Converts. Many 1n- 
deed partake of the Baptiſm of Chriſt, 


and receive of his Body and Blood, that 
will do nothing for him ; they indeed 
call him their dear Redeemer, and blefſed - 


Saviour., yet will not for his Sake deny 
themſelves the Gratific.tion of a filthy 
Luft. They will follow him for the 


Loaves, and not.to the Croſs ; they will. 


cleave to Chriſt, while he feeds them, 


but when he commands their Eſtates . 


, 


to Naomi, Ruth 1.11, 12. Whither thou © 


concerning Repentance, _ 8g 
or Liver, they, like the ſwiniſh Garda. 
rens, for the Loſs of a Herd of Swine, . 
defire him to depart out of their Coafts, - 

© Matth. '$: 34 or they do as the Ruler in * 
Luke 18, 23. who when our Saviur 
told him, he muſt ſell and give to the 
Poor, He went away ſorrowfu!, for he was 
very rich. But, on the other hand, the 
true- Convert counts all but Droſs, that 
he may gain Chriſt > and he is-ſo far 
convinced of his Miſery, without the 
Mercy of God, that he is willing to ac- 

' cept .of his Mercy upon any Terms. 
Therefore it is that he reſolves to turn 
to God wnſervedly, deliberately, and 
with ftedfaſt Reſolution, and humbly de- 
pends upon God for Grace and Strength, 
to enable him to encounter with, and” 
overcome whatever Difficulties he ma 
meet with, - 'The laſt Part of our 
Turning to God, which I ſhall inſift on, 
oe SEEN CT es 

'3. An-aftual and entire Refignation 
of a Man's ſelf unto God ; which 'is the 
greateſt Degree, and the PerfeQion + 
and Completion of our Repentance and 

Converſion.” Then have we truly re- 
pented, and not till 'then, when we 

Fed.” gave 


So”, 


go 8ve © A Diſcourſe -; "m 
give Ged our Heart, which we former- 3 
ly ſet upon the World' and our Sins. * 
For the true Peritent has bid an eternal 4 
Farewel to all his old Companions, and 3 
1s hecome anew. Man, and 1s tranſ- # 
planted into a New Family; and when * 
he remembers his own evil Courles, it 2 
is with Tears in his Eyes, or true Sor- 
row in his Heart. He has made a ſo. 7 
lemn Choice of God for his Portion 3 
and Blefſedneſs. He now efteems God, 
and his infinite Perfeftions and Excel- 7 

'  lJencies above all the Pomp and Pagean- 
_ try to the World. He chuſes him in all © 
| lis Perſonal Relations. He takes God © 
for his Father ; Chriſt for his Saviour, 4 
hij Redeemer and Righteouſneſs, as the 
only Way to the Father, and Means 
of Life; and the Holy Spirit for his ' 
Santtifier, Councellor, Advocate, Com- 
forter, Inſtruftor, Guide and DireBor, | 
as the Pledge and Earneſt of his In- *© 
heritance. He likewiſe chuſes God in 
all his. eſſential Perfeitions; he takes 
him for his Lot and Portion, for his 
God, Rev. 21. 3. He takes himasan_ 
All-ſxfficient God. Gen. 17. .1. He takes 
him tor his Soverign Lord, this is the 
ns _ Mafeer 
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© concerning Repentante, ol | 
Maſter he will clave to, Matth. 6. 244 | 
In a Word. he takes him to be as he is, 

a true and faithful God . he is reſolved. 
to truft in him, Prov. 3. 5. 1 Tim: 1. 12, 
He accepts of the Lord Jeſus mm all his 
Offices, and with all his Inconveniences. 
He reſigns all his Powers and Faculties, 
and his whole Intereſt up to God, 2 Cor. 
'$8.5- Rom. 12 1, He chuſes the Laws 
of Chriſt for the Rules of his Thoughts, 
Words and Aions ; he chuſes them AV | 
and for All Times, and this he does de= + 
liberately and underftandingly, Ch Ls 

Thus [| have ſhewn you, that he that 

_ truly repents, turns from Sin to God, 
_ from which we may obſerve a very 
remarkable Change wrought in the Pe- 

_ nitent, which is, . Fo ; 
I. A Change upon his Underſtanding; 
' *We find, Ger: 1. 3. that in the Creation, 

- thefirſtof God's Works was Light ; and 

_ God uſes the ſame Method in the New 
Creature. Before the Light was made, 

'  -Darkneſs was over the Face of the Deep. 
Juft'fſo it is with the Natural Man; he - 

. 1s mn very great Darkneſs, till the Eyes 
of his Mind are open'd. - This is plainly 

'  Intimated by the Apoſtles, 2 Cor: 4. 6. 
og Th, 2 and 


Cr 
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and that God forms a New Creature af. 


ter the ſame manner ashe made the Old; © : 
For God who commandeth the Light to ſhine 
out of Darkneſs, hath fhined in our Hearts, 


to geve the Light of the Knowledge of the © 

Glory of God, in the Faith of Jeſs Chriſt. 
And we find in the firſt Chapter of _ 
- St. Fobn's Goſpel, ver. g. that our Savi-\ 


our is the True Light who came into. the 


World; and the End of his coming we 
find in Luk. 1. 79. To give Light to them 
that fit in Darkneſs, aud in the Shadow of . 
| Death, and to guide our Feet into the way. 
of Peace. I he God of this World no more 
blinds .his Mind; and he that was once 
Darkneſs, is now Light in the Lord, A. 
great Light breaks in upon his Under- 
Panding, the Scales fall from his Eyes, 
and he now fees, That the Ways of Sin 
are the greateſt Folly, and the Fear of God - 
true Wiſdom. He lees that Hell is no - 
Fable, but the unavoidable Conſequent 
of a wicked Life. He ſees that hicher- 
to he has walked upon the very Brink 
and Borders of Hell; and had it not 
been for the great Mercy of God, he 
had never ſeen it till it had: been too 
late. In a Word, he ſees that bg had 


no 
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2, There is alſo a remarkable Change Y 
wrought upon his Will. Before this | 
Change was wrought, he could pray to | 
- God, as to the Matter of his Prayers; | 
. Heart was not right in the ſight of God, } 


what his Words did import. But now | 
 heprays earneſtly and heartily ; he does 


_ to God, but he loves him with all his 


- at,that the Name of Jeſus may be great* 


| eoncerning Repentance. _ ; : 
no Fruit in thoſe things whereof he is now 
aſhamed ;, for the End of thoſe things. is | 
HK ES an 5 5 ay 5 2 earn 


very uniformly and agreeably ; but: his 


that-pointed at ſomething elſg, thort of ' 


not only perform an outward Worſhip | 


Heart, and is inwardly delighted with | 
his Service. He has new Ends and De=: | 
ſigns in the World 3 his Deſire and In» | 
tention is, That GOD may be magnt=- 
fied by him : This is the Mark he aims 


and exalted above every Name in the' 
World. Now he chuſes God for hig' 
Lord, Holineſs for his Path, God's: 
Word for his Heritage for ever, and: 
the Exerciſes of Religion tor his very 
Nourithment. PANT 4 ew 3 
3. The Afﬀections are alſo changed, 
and run in a new Channel. - of 
Dad E232: --. a 
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- His Hope is in Chriſt, and all js coun- 


ted -Dung and Droſs in Competition 
with him; and he is contented to loſe 
any thing elſe, ſo he but keep this 
Jewel. 


| His:Deſires are-not ſo much for Gold $: 


as Grace. :He hungers after it, he ſeeks 


narrowly for it, and digs for it as for 
hid T reaſure. He firives not ſo much _ 


to grow more rich, as more holy ;” and 
he counts it his greateſt Conqueſt to 
ſubdue his Corruptions. Fete 

His Foys are more m keeping God's 
Teſtimonies, than in great Riches, He 
delights in the Law of the Lord, and 
Tejoyces moſt in the Thoughts of Chriſt, 


i his Preſence, and the Proſperity of 


his People. 7s 
His Cares are now not ſo much for 

the World, as for the real Security of 

his Soul. * He is ſedulouſly inquiſitive 


what he ſhall doto be ſaved ; and when 


he is informed what is the Will of God, 
he is moſt afliduous in doing it. 


His Fears are not ſo much of Suffering, 
as Sinning. Formerly nothing ſounded 


0 terrible to him. as Pain or Pover ty, 


dr Diſgrace ; Now theſe do not appear 


{0 


' concerning Repentance. . 53 


BE formidable, when they come in 
Competition with God's Diſhonour or 

| Diſpleafure, He walks warily, and 
is always afraid leſt-he ſhould tread on 
| a Snare, It is a deadly Wound to his 
Heart, to. think of loſing God's Ba, 
' Vour. 
| 


His Sorrows and Grief have a new. 
Vent, 1 Cor. 7, 9: &'c. The View of his _ 

| Sins, the Sight cf a Chriſt crucified, 
what would ſcarce tir his Heart before, | 
do now mightily affett him: 

His: Love runs another way now than 

F< what it did formerly. With holy Au- 

| guſtine and Ignatius, he is in his Element, 

| Then he is wrapt up in a' ſweet Con- 

|  *templation of the Love of Chrift, in . 

ſuffering and dying for, and redeeming 

5 loft Mankind. 

His Hatred boils, and his Anger burns 

againft:Sin. He 1s ſtirr'd with Indigna» 

tion at himſelf, when he conſiders how 
long he has gone on in Sin, and negle- | 

tted God, and the eternal Salvation of | 

his immortal Soul. But I proceed: | 

- 4+ That there 18 a great and remars | 

| kable Change wrought upon him, he | 
ſhews forth in his 7 and nb” 
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He hved after the manner, and was 
conformed to the Counſel of this World; 
but now he 1s transformed, and. is re- 
ſolved that the Time paſt ſhall ſuffice, 


that he has wrought the Will of the -- 


Gentiles. Tho' he lives upon Earth, 
his Converſation is in Heaven” No 


ſooner has God writ his Law in his + 


Hearr, but he thenceforward walks in 
hjs Statutes, and ke: ps his Judgments. 
- Fho' Sin may dwell in him, it has not 


Pominion over him. He makes moſt 


Conſcience of the greateſt Sins, yet he 
makes true Conſcience of leffer Sins: 
He-does not only tyth the Mint and 
Cummin, but has alſo a regard to 
Mercy and Judgment. He does not pre» 
tend to Piety, and negle& Morality 3 
| but he delights in the Law of the Lord, 


; and gives himſelf to Prayer, and he re- Fi 


* deems his Sins by Alms, and bis Iniquities 
| by ſhewing Mercy to the Poor. Dan. 4+ 27- 
He deſires to live honeſtly, and keep a 
Conſcience void of Offence towards God 
and: Men. .He is merciful to others 
Pailings, and very ſevere to his own 5 


| and-can ſooner forgive any than himſelt.. 


He is re/y{ved rather to. ſuffer than to ſin. 
| He- 


| concerning Rpihrancas- "> 
He is moſt ſevere to the Sin that is na- - 
_ turally moſt dear ; and chuſes that ſoon- 
_ eft which doth croſs the Fleſh moſt ; he 
can rely upon the Divine Promiſes, when 
others live upon their Poſſeflions ; he” 
_ allows himſelf in the Neglett of no Du- 
t, but reſerves his higheſt Zeal for 
2 the Duties of moſt Weight : In a Word, 
1 in whatever he does, or goes about, he | 
; aims at the Glory of God, and- to it ſub- 


| . jets himſelf and all his Worldly In- 
gp. tereſt. | 
| Thus have I ſhewn you as largely 2s 

L could in this narrow Compend, both 
| _ what Repentance is zo, and what ir is = | 
F proceed now pradtically to improve 
| the whole; and ſhall draw from what _. 
| I have ſaid, a Uſe of Information, and 
(- the Uſe of Exhortation, 1 begin 'with F 

et 


Firſt USE of Information 


| 6 Gy; from what has been faid, we 
| may learn, 
> 1. The great Extent of this Duty. | 
. This Inference flows ſo naturally from; 
| what | have been diſcourſing, that I 
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need not ſay much to illuſtrate it. Re-. 7 


- 
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view the foregoing Heads, and you will - Ys 


ſee Repentance 15 not a Duty of ſo ſmall- 


Corſequenceand Concernment as moſt _ 


imagine, neither is it ſo eaſily perform- | 
ed : For tho' we may repent of all our | 
Sins, and our Repentavce may be true, 


and our Sins may be forgiven upon our 
Repentance; yet we muit live in the dai- 
ly Practice of it, | | 


2. We learn hence, that there are 


but few that truly repent, and that the 
Number-of them that deceive themſelves, 


with reſpect to this Duty, is. great. 


' There are many who think, Repentance 
® conſiſts in exclaiming againſt themſelves, 
as great Sinners, and crying to GOD 


for Mercy. Others who have ſuffered 


_ gpany Inconyeniences in this Life, by 


reaſon of their Sins, and have a Sorrow 


upon them, think that this Sorrow muſt 
needs be true Repertance ; never con- 
ſidering that this Sr-ow is occaſioned by 
their Sufferings for Sin, not by the Sin it 


| ſelf, Others there aie, who think that 


becauſe they have purpoſed to- repent 
and forſake their Sins, they have truly 


' repented- Others alfo think that they | 


have 
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tho' this oftentimes proceeds from Fdu- 


cation, Human Laws, or the Force of _ 
Afﬀiittion. Others deceive themſelves, : 


ftian Faith. But alas! the Caſe of theſe 
is extreamly ſad- and miſerable; for 


thoſe that faireſt from Converſson, who - ? 


do not ſee that they have need of ſuch 
a Change, or think they are already 
turn'd. But I proceed to the 


Second UVSE of Exhortation. 


Having gone thus far, I proceed next- 
to exhort you to-the Prattice of Repen- | 
tance in order to which (that my Per= 23 
ſwaſrons may be more forcible and laſt. * 
ing) I ſhall make uſe of the following *' 
_ Motives. +; Ng "NY 
1+ It is our Duty, becaufe God come | 


mands it, as you may ' read in many 


Places of the Holy Scripture 5 of which F 


L ſhall offer two or three to your Con- 


fideration. I begin with that in Iſaiah, 


ES. -. BI | 


concerning Repentancs ogg- 
| have perform'd this Duty aright, be. 
cauſe they are ſomewhat reform'd, and 7 
abſtain from the groffer Atts of Sin; - 


' by thinking their State is good, becauſe .. 
they have been baptiz'd into the Chrj.. 
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. may be' found; call ye upon him while he is _ ©: 


bave mercy on him, and to our God, for he 


will abundantly pardon. This Paſſage con- 


near. Let the wicked forſake his Way, and .}.. 
the unrighteous Man his Thoughts, and let. 
bim return unto the LORD, and he will. 


tains \not only a Divine Injunttion of + 
Repentance, but of ſpeedy Repentance;z 


and not only ſo, but a gracious Promiſe- 


| - of Acceptance and Pardon. See alſo. 


Joel 2. 13. Rent your Hearts, and not your . 


Garments, and turn unto the Lord your 


Goa, for he is gracious, &c. This is alſo. 


the Voice of the New Teſtament, as 
we may ſee in. Matrh. 3. 2. Repent ye 


* for the Kingdom of Heaven is at. band. 
 Adtts. 3. 19. Repent therefore, and be con- 


werted, that your Sins may be blotted out, 


' | the Preſence of the Lord. 


7 
7. 
i 

* 


'* © 2. As it isour Duty, ſo it is our In- 
 tereſt;, for without Repentance there 


is no Remifſion of Sins, as is plain from 


| that laſt recived Paſſage, where Repen- 
- tance is ſaid to-be not only neceſfary by 
a Neceflity of Precept, but alſo by a. 


Neceffity of Means, This will fur- 


ther 


' when the time of Refreſhing ſhall come from 
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12. 14: Without Holineſs no Mart ſball f, 


conrerhing Reventances Tot | 
_ ther appear, if we tut read che follow- _ 
ing Paſſages of "the Sacred Texts w1n'Þ E 


God. Rom:.-8. 13. Tf we live after the | 


Fleſb we ſhall die. John' 3- 3+ Except 4 


Man be born again, he cannot ſee the: King= 


dom of. God. Gal. 6. 7. Whatſ-ever a Man. 
fows,\ "that ſhall be ' alſo reap. For be that 
foweth to the Fleſh, ſhall of the Fleſh'reap - 
_ Corruption + But he that ſoweth to the Spirit, 


ſhall” of the Spirit . reap Life everlaſting. 


Moreover, the Scriptures tel] us'diſtin&t- 
ly -and ſeverally what: thoſe -Evils are, 

_ whereof wemuſt beware. Gal. 5. 19.&&, _ 
Now the Works of- the Flefh are manifeſt, - 

_ which arethelſe, Adultery, Fornication, Un- | 
cleanneſs, Lafceiviouſneſs, Idolatry, Witch- } 
craft, Hatred, Variance, Emulations, Wrath, þ 

_ Strife, Sedition, Hereſies, Envyings, Mer- Þ 
ders, Drunkenneſs, Revellings, and ſuch like ;, | 
Of the which T tell you before as tl have alſo 7 
f, that they whith do ſuch 

things ſhak not inherit the Kingdom of God. |} 


rbld you in time pa 


And again,” Epheſ, 5-"6.' For theſe things 
fake the Wrath of God comes upon the Chil-. 


- adrenof Difobediexce. Nay, be our Privi- 
lteges and Prerogatives never ſo great, : 
yet none of them ſhall ſupercede the ne« 
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ceſlity of Repentance and a Holy Life. 8 
Tho? we have a Levite for our Prieft, _ 


-- and never ſo Orthodox a Faith ;. yet if 


at-the ſame time we have an Idol. for - 
our God, and- our Manners be profane, _ 
we are ftill in the Way that leads down _ 
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to the Chambers of Death. Nay, our « 
_ having been baptized into the Chriſtian 


Church, and living ina Chriftian Nati- 


. or, will enhance our Condemnation, if - 


we live not anſwerable to ſo great Mer- 


- cies, To confirm all this,. let us con- 


fider the: Nature of God, who is Holineſs 


#t ſelf, and cannot be delighted with 
'- thoſe that contmue impenitent. | Let 


us alſo conſider the Nature of that 


Happineſs, which God has reſerved for. 


thoſe that obey his Laws : Weare told. 


- that no uncl-an thing ſhall enter into it ; 
' 7- fo that he who would be happy,. muſt 


be holy. For as Wickedneſs lays a .Foun- 
dation for our Miſery, and a Train for 


our. Deſtruction ;. ſo Holineſs here, is of 


abfolute Neceſlity to our Happineſs here- 


after: They being rather two ſeveral . 


Notions of one Thing, than Things in 
themſelves diftinſt. We are here as. 
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be-weary of that State, which now he 


neither Marrying, nor givi 4 
riages no Tavern. or Ale ouſe; . no. } 


Jolly. Companion to Quaſf and. Cao 7 


We . : he þ Log 


concerning Repentance. . Tl 


If we.imptove our Time, if wemortify; . 
and: / 6 a ue our evil Aﬀetions, 'then-we 


ſhall be remoyed//to_ an higher Formy © 1 


rfeft : But if we trifle away our time; 
#7 ſpend it amiſs, + we ſhall be thrown 
down among Hypocrites and Unbelievers- 
| Nor indeed can. it. be otherwiſe: For 


.what ſhall a wicked Man do in Hea» 


ven? Certainly ſuch a $tate would he. 
a Torment to him, if the Thing were . 
poſlible: Inſtead. of being bis Happineſs, 
it wezld be his Priſon. He would foon, 


ſeems ſo much to- defire. What. Plea-. 
ſure would he find in ſinging aol. cage 


Praiſes to God, that is'now weary of 


giving him Thanks ? What Content | 


wou'd the covetous Worldling find i 
Heaven? _ There he. will find no Lea» : 


ſes or Farms. to purchaſe, - no Widows | 


to opprefs,, no Bargains. to make, no 

Money to put to Ulſury, no Borfoicarcs 
to recewve- The Voluptous \ Man. 
would find little Pleaſure, 
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and added to the Spirit of Tuſt Men made | 
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 Fouſe withal.-. The proud' Man' would 
take little Delight in a conftant 'aſcri- 
bing alt Honour and - Praiſe! in GOD. 
Such- Men are not fit for Glory, who 
are ſo far from Grace. 'They are not 
fit for the Enjoyment of God, and the 
Society of thoſe that are ſanftified.; be- 
cauſe they have not mortified their 
Tut; therefore they muſt lie down for 
ever with the Devil and his Angels, 
- where they once beloved ſenſual Appe- 
tites ſhall be as ſo many Tormentors to 
them. Oh then, what an Argament 
+ ſhould this be to us, for bur ' Repenting, 
and ſeeking Mercy, while Mercy may 
42: re EIS... 
= ( 3s) The Third Adotive 1 ſhall | uſe, is, 
+ © The dangerous and miſerable State of all 
' thoſe that have not yet truely repented_ 
* of their Sins. Theſe” are within an 
/ Hair's Breadth-ot Hel, they walk daily 
' | upon the' Brink of the 'Borromleſs Pir, 
| But to paifit out to the Life the' deplo- 
 rable Caſe they are in, I muſt decypher 
' to you the moſt Diabolical Deformity of 
Sin; 1 muſt uncover ' the Face of the 
} | deep -and devouring Gulph of Topher, 
| and Diplay” irs Terrors 3"1:utk open. 
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concerning Repentance® 105 |} 
the Gates of the infernel' Caven, that |} 
they may ſee what they are like to-ſuf- . 
fer for their Sins. Next I muſt bring 
Paradiſe into view, and repreſent the 
Kingdom of Heaven as much to Advan- - 
tage as the Tempter did the. Xingdom: of | 
the World; and the Glory thereof, to: our |} 
Saviour: I muſt draw-an Extratt of the- 
{ Beauties of Happineſs, and the Glories of _ 
the Goſpel, But, alas! tho* 1 had the _ 


Tongue of the moſt Rbetorical Orator, |} 
© or the Pen of. the readieſt- Writer, L 
preſent” and ſpeedy ſetting about this 


| fore with my utmoſt, tho poor En- 
7 deavours, ..' to perſuade you: to: the- 


could not do' this. I proceed there- 
And here-let: me reafon . the Caſe 
1 with thoſe that knaw ſome Care muſt 4 
be taken of their Souls before they die,. 4 
| and yet put off their: Repentante to anos | 
ther time ; and I'doubt not to make it * 
| appear, that they egregiouſly deceive 
' themſelves, when they ſaw, they' will _ 
repent hereafter, and that it is proba- _ 
_ ble they will not repent at all, but wilk 
die in theis Sins, and þe miſerable to: 


| allEtenity. 7 liar þ 
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(1.) Let himethat ſays he will repent © 
| Kereafter, confider what is the Reaſon 
why he cannot do it now ; and whe. - 
- ther the very ſame Reaſon that hinders 
* him from reforming now, will not al- 
- ways hinder him: Say what it is; thou 


that makeſt theſe Delays, that keep 


thee from reforming preſently : Is it 


the want of Power to do it; And how 
doſt' thou know by Ability will be 


_ greater hereafter than now ? Is. it bee 


cauſe the Rules of the Goſpel are-ſeyere 


and ftrit ? And will they not be as 


ſevere hereafter as now they are? Or 


doſt thou:hope that God will unbend his - 
Laws, which are unalterable, to ſtoop to. 
thy Profaneneſs ! ' Or doſt thou delay thy 
© Amendment and Repentance becauſe thy - 
' Sins are many and great, and thoude- 


fpaireſt of Mercy? And will not the 
mighty = be as great hereafter as: 
now? Is it thy Worldly Buſineſs? And 
will it not always be ſo? That which 
now hjnders they will always do fo, till 


it be taken out of the Way : Things - 
ſtanding as they are, the Event. and- 


We muſt needs be the ſame. That 


which makes thee unfit to Day, will - 
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make thee as uvrfit- to MOCHOY's or Lats 


_ other Time. Nay, . 


(2.) More arifits. 1c is. " here as in a 
Wound ; the longer it continues, the - 
harder it is to be cur'd, - whereas a times 
ly Drefling may cure it quickly. A Dif- 
eaſe that is timely taken, is eafily cur'd.z 
but if it ſtay till it have: altered the 
Blood, and deftroy the . Tone . and 
Strength of the Part affetted, and. hap 
brought a general 1. Habit of Body, 
may be then paſt all Remedy. What 
ever unfits, the now, will. make thee 
much more ſo hereafter. For as thy 
Work will then be more hard; ſo will 
thy Strength be leſs, thy. Time ſhorter, 
thy , Diſcouragments greater, and thy 
Temptations and ObjeCtions. ſtronger 
than they were before. He that thinks 
of Repenting on his Death-bed, ſhould 
remember that he. will have a greater 
Task to do, and leſs Time and Strength. 


to do it in than now he hath. 


If thy Sins are ſo many, and ſo A 


new, that thou doſt almoſt deſpair of 


Mercy, certainly they will. be more and - 


greater then : If it be troubleſome to. 


thee now to look back upon thy old 
Scores, 
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108 A Diſcourſe 
Scores, - ſurely there 'will be more. of | 
Labour and Difcouragement in it, to 4 
undo and unravel the Sins of a long . Rl 


Life: If now thou: thinkeft the Com- 
mands of Chriſt fevere and ftridt cer- 


_ tainly hereafter, when thou haft been 


more engaged in Sin, and longer wed» ; 


ded to the World, and thy Lufts are 


faſter revited- to thy Soul, thou wilt ; 
think more hardly of a holy Life, and the- 


Commands of Chriſt will be more grie- 
vous to thee. If now Repentence be fo- 


hard a Task, what will it be when thy 
Day is almoft ſpent, and the Sun of thy 


Life i is ſetting ? 


(3:) Conſt der, thou tha t fay'ft thou 
wilt repent hereafter, whether thou haſt 


not formerly promiſed to repent, and: 


yet broken thy Word ? And if thou. 
haſt, why ſhouldeſt thou believe thy ſelf 
again ? Didf thou never upon ſome 


 Sick-bed, or under ſome great Danger, 


make a Vow, That if God would deliver 
thee, be ſhould be thy Ged ;.. and yet for 


all that, when the. Danger hath been 


over thou haſt returned to thy Sins and - | 

evil Ways again ? And haft thou not 

reaſon to think, that as thay didft = | 
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concerning” Repentance, Tow 


but diſſemble with God, ſo now thou 


_ doſt .but mock him ? - Thy deceitful x 
Heart 1s ſtill in thy Breaſt, and.as rea» 


dy to impoſe upon thee as ever.” 
| (4) Confidef thou that ſay'ft, thou 

will repent to Morrow, - when: this Mor» 
raw will come. Thou wilt repent here- 
after, thou ſay*ſt; but that is an unlimr 

ted Word; whereas God limiteth a cer- 
tain Day, ſaying, To Day if you will hear 


bis Voice, Heb. 4. 7, And again, Behold 4 
j ow is the accepted Time, behold now is the 
1 Day of Salvation, 2 Cor. 6. 2, God ſays, 


Now, we ſay Hereaſter : God ſays To 
Day, we ſay To Morrow : God's time is: 
come, but our time is not come. There 


3 noend of theſe Delays, they are the 


Devil's Device to draw us into an ine- . 
vitable Deſtruftion, He can well en- 
dure that we ſhould promiſeto repent 
hereafter,' if in the*mear time we live 
in our Sins. For whatever we may: 


ſuppoſe to our ſelves, it often appears, 


that he who promiſes to repent to /Aor- 
row, does, when to Morrow comes, pro- 


y miſe the ſame the next Day ; and ſoon 


till there be no time left, to run out. 
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From theſe Confiderations, let me © 


earneſtly beſeech the” Reader, as he - 


tenders the Welfare of his immortal. 
Soul, to uſe no more vain Delays. For 
he that depends on the laſt Hour, and 
negletts the preſent Seaſon, in Hopes 

of one to come, is: like to By deceived 


 atlaſt. 


